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We 're Btartin~ a new year with a ne ...... series . Starlene toll tc:bell ia 

writing the life story of her great granqf~ther George Harding to share 
with us . Starlene gained the information she is using in a rather 
unique way whfch she tells about , ~n Shaking the Branches . . . 

We l ve expanded Shaking the Branches in this issue to l~clude BUC~ 
cess stories of three of our members . \'Ie hope this '11 111 encourage 

.others in their pursuit of family history . We also hope to continue 
these individual accounta throughout the year with othera contributing 
their experiences as an encouragement to new seekers of genealogical 
information . . . 
DUES DUES DUlo;S DUES DUES DUES DUES DUES DU~S 

January is the time for dues paying • .:41 0 .00 is the individual 
amount , ' 12 . 00 for a family membership . 

DUES DUES DUES DUES DUES DUES DUES DUES DUES 

COMI NG UP 
. oUr January meeting will find us back at Rawlins Library on the 

third Tuesday of the month . January 21 will be a work session . 
February 1s election month . All officers are up for replacement 

except Marlynrae ~~thewa on the Executive Board . This meeting will be 
held at Rawlins Library on Febr uary. 17 . Mark your calendars now! 

NEW MEMBER 
Ellen Carter- - 2812 Bushfiel d Drive , Pierre . SD 57501 224- 1556 

MEMB.:RSHIP RENEWAL 
Alic e Smith- - 114 South Poplar . Pierre . SD 57501 , 224- 2411 

SMALL WORLD 
by Richard Phillips 

A 1581 family . reunior. reminded me of the old saying . Small World . ,. Dur ­
ing the introductions at the reunion . it was revealed that two Oregon 
school girla while comparing notes that spring had learned that they 
would be going to the same family reunion in South Dakota that summer . 
They discovered that they. were f ourth cousins , descendants of two ori ­
ginal Webster , South Dakota homesteading familiea that had settled the 
area 100 years be f ore . Before the reunion closed, it was learned that 
an uncle of one of the girls lived within 20 miles of a cousin of the 
mother of the other , t he ' unc le having just movert t o the ares . Through 
a genealogical study of your family roots , you , t oo , may find the mean­
ing of the old say ing . "Small World . " 
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SHAKI NG THE BRANCHES 
, . . with Genny Ziegler .. 

Everyol.e knows that I hav e worked ' spor adica l ly on research on my 
family tree , al t hough I havw never lost intar est i n it , I have been 
f ortunate Inlocating information" and the reaul ts pr od uced ere ·more 
corr ectly cred i t .d to luc ~ ' than t o· care ful r eeesrch , A couple of my 
family lines s eem to pr od uce nothing f or me . This was true of the 
MINER 11r.e , " ' 

I n the summer of 1984'; I' attended t he family r eunion of my mother ' s 
family , namely : WINTER , WLINGARTJr"cllo, PARKER, and affiliated fa l1lili~a , 
Thi. branch of, t he family had not had a reunio" in over forty year~ . , 
The reunion was at a ski l odge and r esort at Galena , IllinOi s , 100ated 
in Jo ,Daviess County , aud overlook ing the MiSSissippi River , Both of my 
parent. had come from J o Da viess County , although they did not "meet ,! 
until sft~r they Qsd poth come t o South Dakota . 

• . r : 

My uncle , Orma WINTER , of Hanover , IllinOiS , the laat · l1ving "mem- ' 
ber., o,! my mati/er ' s fam i ly , was kir/d en9ugh t o take UB, t o vl;Bl~ . the . 
cemetery in"Ha'\over,- He showed us where t o find all of the · graves of (' 
t he vsrious msmbers of the family buried ther e . We were able t o photo­
graph ar.d record InsclptloDS and dates fr om the gravestones . Uncle 
Orma also suppl~ed us with any i nformat i on that he waa able to '.r ecall 
about members ' of the family as well as sharing with us many old fami+y 
photographs , ' 

I '. . 

9t her member~ 9f t~e fa mily brought copiea of f amily rec ords to the 
reunion and sh~red , the information wi th t he members of the family that 
were interested in it . I distributed family worka heets to all those wh o 
were there . Not all have repli~d , but I have r eceived much first hand 
informa t ioD t )1a t I would not otherwise" heve been able t o find . 

l . _. I , . . 

We went t o visit a dear old friend of the family , Ge orge SCHULLER 
of Stocktor,., I llinois . He t OO~ · .rU8 ·t o visit the ances·tral home of 
Ge orge N. Townsend and his wife , llJary MINER , my grea t grandparents . 
This is of my father ' s family line , The home is in Rush Township , J o 
Daviess County , 111inois . I had visited the home when I was a rather 
small Child , and it was a t hrilling e~rience f or me t o find it beau­
tifull~ preserved snd kept and occupied by a Townsend t hat now owns and 
opera t es the ferm . ) 

. We theTI went to t he Towns end Family " Cemetery located on the ferm . 
Lt was s o satiafying to f~nd it lovely , green , and well kept . We 
walked through , t he cemetery wh ere again I wa a ab1e ~, photograph and 
rec'oJ"d information f ound on the graves t ones , It waa her e t ha t I f. und 
my clue on t he miasing MINER line . I f ound a child ' s grave marked , 
"Son of Asher and Lyd i a Miner . " This was the f irst time t ha t I knew 
t he name given my great great ~Tandmo~her . ' 

• 
Early in the spring of 1985 , I was searching' f or s ome information . 

As is my usual prsctice , I checked the bibliography at the end of the 
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article . There I found listed a book by J ohn ~iner , DESCENDANTS OF 
THOM S ~,nJ;R . I',went to the terminal and looked f or a record of the 
book . I t saowed l i braries i n two locations that had , the book , one in 
Wisc onsin , the other 11. Florida . 

, I went t o OLe of the girls in I nter- Library Loan' and aaked if she 
could borrow the book for me . The Wiaconsin library would ' not l end it , 
but the library at Orlando , Florida wae willing to send it t o South 
Dakota . 

Imagil,e my delight when I fOU1,d in the book , ' Mary ~aNl!.R married 
George N. TOWNSHEND .. ! I From this book I f ound aeyen gener ations of the 
MI NER f amily back to Thoma a MINER , the first who came t o America deom 
England iu ,1629 , as well ae other infor matior, about the family . 

In June , 1985 , I wae r eading an i s sue of YANKEE ~aGAZIlf~ t ha t 
car~les a column on genealogical qu eries and family reunions . As I 
read down the l i st I found a MINER family reunion etc . I wrote for 
information and the reply confirmed that I was eligible to j oin the 
society. 

How 
give up. 
I wonder 

lucky can I be ', If you hava a line that you cannot find, don ' t 
You may be just lucky enough t o find t he right clue ae I did . 

how many clues that I have overlooked? 

G. Z. 

SHAKING THE BRANCHES , Part 2 
with 'Joanne Fix 

In 1981 I learned a new organization , THE SWEDISH GENJ::AIOGI ST , was 
being formed . I recognized the names of t he orgarlizers 8a indiv Iduals 
who were well - known in the field of Swedish resea r ch . Since palf of my 
ancestry is Swedish , I 'thought the organizatior. might have s ome helpful 
tips to use in s earching BO I Bent in my membership fee and began re ­
ceiving t heir quarterly magazine . ~he magazine had well-written articles 
on research . Each issue closed witt ancestor tables sent in by members , 
which I always scanned tor place ne es. 

Swedish research , because of the patronymic s ystem of nami1,g , is 
impossible to do without a location to id~ntify individuals . Thi~ means 
knowing tl.e cour.ty or "'lan in Swedish snd the parish or t own in which 
an individual lived . It· also helps to know the name ot the ~arm on 
which s n individual livod , 

As I akimmed through the ancestral tahles in s"1983 issue , I no­
ticed one group iived in Kronobergs lan , the same county as my ancestors . 
I read more closely , find ing the Bame t owns as those my ancestors had 
lived in , and then the BBme farms end then -- the · same names! 

This was the ~ir8t time that I had ever ~ound someone who was suc­
cessfully searching the same lines that I was . James Olson was the sub-

• 
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mi tter I B name ar:d I w~sted 'no time in sending a l e tter ~o hl~ . .. 
We de ~cended from common ancestors , Jonas Larsson and Britts Peters ~ 

dotter and Per Jonsson ar..d Lisa Ericsdotter . lo':arthe Stina and Anna 
Katrina :-craughtera of Jons s 1arB~on .ar.d Br1 tta Petersdotter t had marr ied 
brothers , Bengt and Gusts! Perss on , sona of Per Jonsson and Lisa Erlce ­
dot ter . l'.y line descended f r om Gusts! and Aims Katrina , Jim ' s fr om 
Bengt and ~Artha Stina . We found that wea only t he begi nning of t~e 
int er - marrying . 

We ' ve shar ed informatio~ . Jim has identified the r elationship of 
i ndividuals referred to vaguely as ' cous1lls' by my, fa mil~, B'nd . I' ve 
f ound that l eha ve more rela tives ' in t he 'Uni ted St atea , eapecially in 
Minnesota , than I ever knew I had . It's been worthwhile for both of us 
and all because of our membership in the ~ame organizati on . 

I s t r ongly urge anyone ser iously sea r ching 
of individuals with the same ethnic bac kground . 
fri end and a t on of information . It may do t he 

t o seek ou t organizations 
It brought me s new 

same f or you . 
J .F. 

SHAKING THE BRANCHES , Part 3 
with Starlene Mitchell 

Don tt believe that a long shot never pays of f . Sometimes it doe s! 
Eut luck won tt happen unless the chance is taken , the effort made . In 
my case that long shot was pr eceded by other letter s and queries beyond 
number but the end result was .a ~quisition of my great grandfather George 
harding ' s letters , family Bible , and many photographs . It came about in 
t his manner . 

After considerable reaearc h I received information that a relat ive 
of Ge or ge HARDING by his second wife was , in 1950 , living at a certain 
address in Denver . Who waB she"!' Was she s.till there 28 years later", 
It was now 1'978 . 

I s ent a brief letter addressed to '·vccupant .. enclosing a SASE 
but with not much hope . i 'he current tenant at the address passed my 
letter t o an old ne ighbor who still lived nex.t door , This old neighbor 
knew where my ,l3ubject now lj 'Yed . called he r , and t his c ontact pUi: me i n 
touch with my firs t cousin one generation removed . She was the gr and ­
daughter of my George Hsrding by his second wife . 

We corrtsponded f or a year before she died . Her husband had pre ­
deceased her . .They had no children . She was more than happy t o ha nd on 
to me all of these wonderful items f rom her grandfather (my great grand­
fsthe~) which had been carefully kept by the Color ado family dating back 
through most of George Harding ' s lifetime . 

. . 
S . M • 
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'T>« l.IrF II '" LEn HS e~ GfD~G< ~~ lllINO ~~. \1I S 
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It . c :. 1 .. 5 

\AJh,.., t sort o f "'C J'I were t hesl' ? It if! .. ll. nys 60 I!l'! S~' to .I u~~ to s pf.:cul l! t c "'''en 

t o r"-:!.ntici~c. &ut on" t ;" l n .. 1s c (: rta i n . Our arCf"st orfl "'ere 1111 ot:l!~ 1.n8J c )'s r :"c t p r!; 

on t l' e "t~ .. · ( o f h istory 1" t tC' i r ovr.. tl... It i£ 1 Ctr t 2.r.t to un cr~t:!.r'l the" un.t eor 

t l' e con 'atlons of tl .t:' nrrloti In ,'t icl- tt-ev I1v(·(: . Tet - e t C' tl yC'u ".,·nut -y Lnr" lnC"8 

1111" s ll{" rc t l.c i r ~tol1 ' l ' lt~ , you . 

l e first ~ l!j or (lvc.nt : 1 ich s h:\ned r.(>or~e t s cles t l ny '''8 I 8Up pC'i8f co int to 

. e rica Ii:t the :\ a~ o f four yc.ers . ~e -.mB :"'Or!' on J lU1uar;.' 4 1 ' :~ a t lnrs t on 1n 

\'7f or d . hi r e r.nv la,..~ . l'ut II ... ·ct t ir.' 81 ell'" rtf - :,,"s£>1f . Firs t ' 80~~ !'·ncl.r r Clund on 

t he fe: 'U y . 

C€:o r~'ol f; fAt her e "s JoI n arct 1n? Jol'n ' "" ,,-.:e .. hcr of t"'e "· l .~L l(' 'o rkln~ ClA811 . 

I t is sif\1'ificc T'l t t } a t Jo' n eoul~ ,. l <>:fl "is O\ -n f'I!~f" Po t t 1 ~ ,. ' e of 1 • At t ha t ti" e 

'rost of tl' e people of t ta co=- ~n l aborln e h .s scli 1n .'nr l an: cou) r" not l 'T i tc. C(,f1 

era)ly e t-.1U.r en } NlrnCf' or.l y wh .. t t l elr ' "ru.ts eow c' t (' to e!' t t_:. :-ehoob ,'e r " 

vpry fe" line norr ,:"l iy 8vaibbl e onl y to tl·oP f "rtunnte. C01'\pulsory p('ue:.tion (~ l r' not 

~Nfln ur. t l 1 1 97 ~ . 

John lIi~e<! his 01,.. ra-.e (l. is ht'ler "n,' r e.J ".I' r L.e{' l itl lItn )l ) nn t~e i nren­

ture doc~ent ~t'I: r~ntielnr ,Totl" to nne J c .. ·i.'S Ofle f' :- ~·;ts t ('r el air ""lAker, 1'hp t err 

Vtl; 8 f nr (our years. • ur1n '" t~' i ~ t i"'e t : f" I ocu-C'nt for~il' .Tnl:1 . ,. r tf! n · t l-) e youn,: 

ar!" r en t iee t o c ourt .... ' · tr1 ... ('1'y 

ful .I:&:ne8 .. l ·e r eof l is 8ll i n 'rs ter roP Y h.wE' :loy loH t it:· . is o\'T s;ood&. 

:\]f\O fo r 1 it' frC"'u('n t inp- 0 .... taverns o r "\14'11 cus e s IInc' r e .... uirer' t l f1 t t l c 31.t'lrentie e not 

ahs en t ~i~ s ,.l f fro .... }o iD lIaic' p.st E-r D sI"rv:!.e " r1I'JV nr r.i r r t . ':he oe n] ' Jn R elollet " ith 

t lp p3yttteJl t o f five I'Ir ill1.tlf & t o t he :".ast f' r erR(t!': AT Ja es Jone s ty .John f ~ b t her . 

Andr C't- a r tinr . .To1'r:. ' s 0" ... '1'1 'l'fC r, urin:- t !"le t CrT' o f .. .. rrent ice51~ i!· " a8 as fol 10\ 's : 

"~ufHcnet lo rl ..-1n" tine! " UO" 'i n::o un t o t l ~ fl I\1{ p·.'1n ntic t> l'e ('id y an(1 

eve r ), t .·C(' ·. tl urin'~ the t t 'O f 1rst Y .. "'a re of t !-,e fi r. i~~ Ter- t l-.e ~Uf\ o f f our 
c1'1111nf" s I\nc! &ixp€'ne e anrl dur11'\ \t th" t H O last VearR o f t hE' £a l '* '':e r'" 
tJ. e !\Ul'l of five shUl inr s _per "er~ to fin<! ' i :-self d .t }o clotbl . ' ~st-ing 
ar u ~nv inF and all othe r n{oc e U s.riCfI, •• 

I i ',Tf. ' •. ~ ~ .. hpr eof the f'arties al ,t've n ,. ''.et to t 1 ef'(!; Instruet io'Q8 inter ­
cb nn 'eAbl y heve llu t t l.1£ir . ends and SCIl l& t he fi r st (I l!.~· o f ~ eC~'~l>cr en(f 
in t he forty nin t h Year o t: the . t"ir n of ou r Sove r e1"n '.ort! C~('\ rr@' the 
" 1n9' by t :·e Cr ace o f Coe" "f t "e Ut!.1 tc·' .~1n¥ cOt!' of ~t,A7 'St.I'~.' I );' an(' 
I 'lIi.J.J.}.t\ :r rc "'d('flt'er of t l-e 14it1. l.!"'/ 1n t he "0'1' of our LO . ('Ine 
'~ousane i i r ht ru~drpi, and ei~~ t. 

l'hr ee "'e.nce l\'IlS t 1:e ft'c fo r recor d irt' t h i,: "" el!\1 t y Ie".! 'P0 .... r Y'l1 tt.n i n t l>e 

el~88ie Jn r lish ser1~t, • 
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JO}'r ·~r":in '8 " arT!.' r 1a fOUll e" ! :-t !sa o I ' S "r r nr.r:;cri- ts for t ":e :' sr1&h of 

.'.B tOr. OWt:lt .,,'01"' . (f'rlorcshlre) l . U 1 71 (L· S 1erofll'" !:- 52 ·4 ) 

Ja} n . .l.r .... 1nr- o f tl.1r "'"ricil' ' e tehelot an,l J. nn "ol1nnc! of tl:18 ~ arbl­
l,.1" in8tc.r . , 'C' r e -Arrier' 1r. this cl'ure~. by 1 "nr.8 t l is t Il ~ I!.y (If j u c-u,t 
l ' 1, ~'Y -'f' Jol ~n 'ollant! '·ie ftr . 

.,..1s - urr in"'C' • 11.8 flole'""'T\1zeJ be t "e('o us J ohl! ane' :\nn 

both ligne.' t.h (. ir na.~8. (7-'c " iear JolIn " ('Illant' heo!rt t ha t orUel' for -,any year8, 

Coulc' }nr: tnve ~een - arr1eL hy her m:n fa t · ... ~r ? l rt une!.:. ? It 1s nl"'Os t cert~in t At. 

Vi car 'ollan," l"U .1 r elative. ) 

A : l'.rrl8; Eo c ould tl!' ke r 1ace in eith('r ('Ire of t , 'o "'ays r r10r t o 1 Jul y 1 37 , 
I~n(' ",et hod li'as to ob t ain a mar ria ... e license ","hieh fev ord inary peo:,! £' d i e! 
on Account of t tc cos t. ':1o.e o t her net"of' ".l\K 1.y puLlication of tt-:e Lllnr.s . 
If ; ot l- :.e rsons rcsi·l ~t' i n t l- P S~-e "'ar ish t he " " r is!. cle r ry-rLn \'as in­
(onted of t heir intentio~ to !'lar ry. n \c' anns vas 'l")ul-l1shee on t h ree !lUC­

ceedlns ! unC: ay~ ~y tl"- e cle r .... y-·lI.n announcinr f r OT'. t. J. e T'ul"it the na:-oes of 
t hE" couj' l e cX"lcctin~ to \'c... . urinf" the t h r t"e ·'ec.~~ ,'nitin? T'lc r lo<" an)" 
:.e r son coulC'. co-or fen I'I.r" ".rr s t atf' :1 reasol' 1'j~y t :-c t''<! rria~e shoulr not 
take ,lac~ . • Sue1- an I!c.tlo.n P IlS kno\."l\ r.s forbiClrlin ~' t he t nnrs. Af t e r t l::e 
t hree to f our \.celt, durin p. "'h ich , ui>lic notice 1 aC ~('en ~ 1ven ant' if t here 
, -as no forLi.rl'\ in~ t he bl'!.nns ' t he r'nrrill(,f! ~ '1' 8 solp.1'T"tz~ tl t any convenient 
ti'l"!.f' af t ('r t he t~.1rd Sune!ay. 

Jol-.n \" Ilr <' in? follp,'c(' his trLlce of t>snufncturin:; chnirs eventufllly furniture 

.... kir.'- 1n bus1'1PS8 \.'it~ · },nn ' s l' r Cl t r.er JlI.!"If'8. J e evic pntly hal' so~ ot her er.ter­

, riRcs ftl! ~ .. ell. In t he j ial-of" s 'rr.nscri'/ts he 1s lhte(" ~8 n l aborer ttt ' ':ingaton 

in L. 1: a nd 1 ~ 23 8.8 a eho)./l<o.e.e.,er a t " tnp-ston 1n l ( 77 1 ,!~. 1, 31 ftn~ i[l 1;.' 33 8e l!. 

aeller of t. l'!~r. 

~ a t he ypara \'<.n t t'y Jot n anel Inn l.. ce ltr e tho ' arents ot 8 lar? p farrily all 

l orn in Pston , m~Ar t ) a r is1· . 

John ' or,'1n)' Jr, ~orn J.nunry 1' 17 
' nr;' f. T'n n 8r r in" :'orn " cce:r:-ber 15 1" 1:-' 
Alles (J1!ce ) r=:J r "- in~ born ' ny 3' 1f :' 1 
. llrt~'A ":l1zsr-ett. " arelinr- !'ort' '~(:i rul'l:ry 13 1 1:' 
:' ichr r cl. " a rc'in" ~or:l ,'U«'UFt 25 1 ~25 
8rial~ .1 , T'ar,11rr l. orn J aru6ry .! 1 "7 

,'!!:-.ori;'~· .,!n~ar(i}:f.- Uorr JAnU;) ry II 1 . 'J: ~ 
1'.08£ , Annah l'ar,11nt ba ptized July 3 1831 
·:cnI"Y i'olh.nr " ard1ne Lo rn " ar c )!. 1.. U~33 

~nly Alict' and : ieh.nrt:4 ,l i d no t I f' l\vP . othe r ~n~ 1.nr.(·, Alice ,l i ed on Sep t er,bcr 

1$ 1 ... ·1S .... yeare old . Little ';> ichar cl (l iI'!u on Janu.nry "I ' H' ,)' at not quite 5 

"JOn t hs. 

e can only " onde r "hat s tronA i nf luences .. 'O t i v ,., t c,' Jol"n " l\ r d1n, . a tr8rle8T"an 

i n :odc.l-li£e to ~}root. h18 far...11y ane eri c ratc to ATleric" t he nt1 n r orado • 

but undoubted l y he f e lt he coule! bette r his finr-r e ia! condition. " e do knO\' t he 

ninHeenth c en t ury WI\8 a tir:c of pr e-at upt-cav"l in n,,"U .sh socie ty, The tndu8t r i31 
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tIOve:ren t 's s 1. f ull In"!np: ther e l:aa e re4t unerploy;.ent aef ' 'lUCl- '~lIIery aT'ODr the 

t:orking peot".le. UnerTil lorent WI18 • pri""f' f3etor in t he IJreat ,....xodu. to A.- eric ", an<' 

th(J colonies. 'ost a-i $rant8 left f or eeono!"'ie reasons . 

J ohn :ar6 in" :i.th eldest .on Joen Jr . e.,.i:>lIorkerl frOt:' Lon~or r .fv' arrlvei ~t 

t he l ort of 'la ' York . "'oa r d t he pu ket sb! '") Sovereirn on ro1ny Zl 1833 . ':'here , -e re - ---
6 ateer Ap.e p.uenSt ra (lncIue !n, our t \ p " ardin,.) anc' 1" first claU " jtentl ernen. ' 

J ohn for . had no doubt r oatpoDe c t is VOY8@e until t~e baby -'Hlry ,.,.. LarD in -. .arch 

of 1833 . l'he uifficult r eusc. troulrl t.~~ Ire- 5 t('l 7 ·ee~ 8. ' / nn an(' ,t h(' chlVrefl 

3nxioualy at-ait et! ,,'ord . 

!:ioon afte r l: lIenbar"kinr: .lohn And IliOD Jol,n jlrocee~ei' rl irectly to Cuyaho~a 

Coun t y Ohio "n~ se.t tled on A t .ract of 2r' acre a of he,avy tirtbere.C: Ian" in .... oydton 

TO\-n.bir loeaud about 12 Mlles fror the younp. t hrlvi cor:--unity of Cb velanc . t er-

haft S oU'ere fr~ John' . sh ire i n Znolnnd prec.efO(~ l"ir to t }·iIS locality. At Any rate . . 
l t a ppear. t hat John " art'lini!' kn~' exactly ' }- at !H.~ FRS rloitlf. J.c core i np to @ pub · 

ll.hef~ biopra, hy he built a lo~ d~~cilr 2r ~ 3' fee t in size and sent for hie 

f.,-l1y. 

All indication. Itre that. ~u. N"ar<'in, fa'1'llly l 'as not 8'1'One t }\e ve r y ')oor. In 

1834 it COt t about ( I pounds j ritish 8terllng to trenS'lort " flJJ"lly to /uo\erica . ThfO 

w o John Ha.ccJ:b.g •• l a t e r " .11. .. -ttll t he other c l- U dren 1!l&(!e t heir voy.PC!! prior to 

r ..... r:e by Parll-.ment of t he P"15 La-.. Act of l 83~. (,4..8. r eaul t o f t ha t !Au !ran), 

. ,ngliah f.""':lilies ':ere encouraged and evtUl f inanc iltlly assistct! to eori gr ate. ::xren ... 

~~re pale by vnriou8 ~lRratioD ~rou~a usually of re1i~10U8 oriy i n. Since it C08t 

.f'l'rox~tely 13 " Ounc!.8 per year to 8upport a fami l y t hat l- ad no enp1or'ect anc'. 1f 

the family 1-:ere to be un~!lloyet.1 f or a n~ber of yea r s a s V3S so"'etL-nea t he Cllsa 

t hen t he r arist rea lized a 8Avinr •• nrl eto.cd t N! uner-oloy!"!C'., t burden by he1pinf' th(' · 

f aaily ~et r.uay. 

111en Ann ··oll.of{ "&t".~ int fina lly received ,,'Ord all the. l.'lly frw O)-l io .croa. t he 

sea af ter .,,}-.at must h.lve •• amecl 1i:c.e A very lon, ti-(" she .cked U1' her brood and 

courageously set out on a atape t,'a " oJ'. for t~e Port of ton('on "'here she: 1·:ould s a l1 on 

ttl~ sb i p Clarissa Andrelo.'. to join l.er touaband and ·c.l r1cst 80n ln a ne- ' ~nct unh . ..,Uiar 

land . ary Ann " ou1d be 

)rlar1a). vas 6 r.eors e "'8S 

r robab1y atil1 at Lr eaat. 

15 Lefore ye.r ' s end . 

4 "'ose. Penna! ~a a :' 

~nrtte Eli~.bet~ ~~8 10 Mariah (or 

anc! ba!Jy " eery under a year old and 

\Ie know t hat t heso voyage. aero .. the .torm,. north Atlantic "'ere 80rcly tryin~ 

to body.,, 8nd 80ul in tho.~ day . . Peon I e beCOL'1t(l ce,f! t h ly I!usick . 'Ihe; · food a. bad . 

Th. ~· .. ter· 'a8. putrid . ntere ,:a. little or no s"nitation.. VenUlA.tion . belov deck 



. . 

• • 

r· . rlr:l l.. , r CI -.'.'Y •••• • ••••• •• •••• ••••• ••••• •• • . .• •••• • • • • •• 
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U~R poor. Conditions nuat have heen a~r.Allln2 either 1n t l:e t eAt of au~er or the 

r n chill of ~~ntpr. hat a e reat h el p nry ,' 0:1 -Ufll t }-;w e been t'J) .fOr :"l.O t t.er clur in,.. 

. 
by t1 e sld~ 's "":las t er recor rl s her hurial at sea. Like :r'ost ;"!O t hers or her t i."'!.e Ant": 

l!. r c! inp ",'ae no s trl'f'I "f' r to t he dea t h of II cl- l 1t.: . "f\r t hire' and fifth born , };11ce 

and . ieharC:. a lready r eater' in t he 801.1 of Fn~lAnd. : ,ut t "'al' 1ne her trl!U~ unde r 

t hese c1rc.uo:>s t ftnceal 

Cn l"ec et".ber ~ 1!: 33 t he Clarissa Andrco's c ocked a t t e l'or t of " Ct ' Yo r k . Ann 

.o.rd1n..'! and t hi> ch U dren stayecl in " e\ ' Yorlr over t he Hi nter and cane on t o I1hio the 

follotJin~ epr i nrr lf 34. . itl! hcr.'1 d i d s~C' s t ay t hAt bl~ek p inter? "Ol di~ she 

manape? 

Jol..n built a lo~ aho'. anc1 to . ."or kec! a t his treflp t Nl_t of ~akine chairs t o!'E' ther 

uith i : r over:.en t of t he land untll his (teAt h on ay ( i eM a eed SI:: ycnrs. Ann 

d ied "ay 24 IE35 . • yed 3' t t\O years after con'im to t t'l is country . ArJ unconfi~ 

fa- lly nory t ells t hA t John and Ann l-..ad one r-or e clllld s tillhC'lrn unn2~e<' anet 

unrccorde~ • 

!:'lC.haustive reseArct:. htlA c' bclosed no recorc' o f r eAl ~, ronerty O\:nersh ip i n rhio. 

Jol'n 'l'ard in& senior Must have beel'; a tcnMt. A cO'ny of !'l is bet , 111 and t es t a"'tent 

and a feo_' other !'l robate r"mere ' 1er e lnca.t ec> i e t he olt' Cu~'a~of"a Count y r ecords. " i s 

just <' eb ts tJere honor t:.d euard1.a:r.:s vere 3:"1:'Ointe<l fo r Georne: " cory '!Arding anc '"eDry 

r olland . I!rri in~ until t hey Lcca"'e 21. :ar. ;' ro"'lc rty 1'1E',8 <' 1vider' equally "'e~!een his 

sons . and each of t he r ir1s ,"as ~ivet! II bequest of ~:" . -:he ca skp.t cost 12.511 . 

:.xrenses of t he last 11lnf!811 ,,'ere ~ L . ·" . John " nr c' in r- J r . t'as naned executor. 

C' riter ' s note : In October or IS" 3 I v iB1 t cc' t he tiny old cc'"'et ery 
vher e t heec Ohio :~rd1nr. ancestors r est. It is located jllfl t off York 
:.oad at t he Fl eaeant Valley 7000 in t ersection in t t:c Clevelan~. out­
skirts -- t he Br aves \lith t heir s t a ined ueat he r e tC store. see-·i n, to be 
;» lacec. a t r andO"'l under t he r!!Os t tJ\8.ssive o~k tre es i "'." inabl e . n ,e day 
~s ~sty a nd overcas t ~ith briy.h t ly colored fallen leaves scatter ed 
like jel.;els on t he lush l'et !,!rass. 'i'he !,crine t et' of t he c t'netf'ry 1s 
enclos cc by an ancient look i n?, s~li t rail fence- . C'n t he street s ille 
t here is a stront-';ly \lor~ed :>lOden. sir n "'nrnin~ of nro ... cution for 
vandaliat': o The fec1in? of para~ox "'as inl1escribahle t he r e 1n th.r t 
d renny i !lb.nd of tiMe And re.ner~ tion8 act unter t toe "'rotectinf' OAks- ­
directly next to a Texaco service station across t he busy 8'trf'et f r O'"\ 
II. "Iall adjnc er.t to t he tAck of a ~. i ,.h s chool , a r kinr lot And \.'ith a 
s top l1pl·t 1, l inkinv at th.~ corner. 

, . '~ . 
--to be cODtinued--

•••••••••••••• 
In t he next nc.·flletter \:e ,.'111 ' ollOw t he . t o r!' of ('eo rre !t~rrl lns hie brothoO>r. 

an sis t ers an~ '"'llse ove r t he f atee and fortunes th· tri3h and. tribtllaticm. of 

t l:eir lives. s· 
• 

, 
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BOOK CORNER 
There are some books once published that should be stamped "Caut i on , 

use with care . Questionable information . ',', One 1s the recent ly pub­
lished BUILDERS OF GOD ' S KINGDOM by Sr . Claudia Duratschek . Sr . Claudia 
is to be commended f or her attempt to write s complete history of the 
Catholic church in South Dakota , but her decision to include all the 
material on ever y chur oh in chronological orde r with a general view of 
South Dako t a at that time has turned it into an unwieldy reference book . 
An ac count of one church will be abruptly ended to take up another 
church , otten located in an area far remov ed fr om the one previously 
written about . In weaving the chur ch his t ory int o a general history , 
s he sometimes writes at length about events that had no particular bea r ­
ing upon the Church ' s development or ha ve been well covered by other 
authors . I n later chapters the narrative gets ahead of the time period 
that ahe has s et for the chapter . 

The author has used a great many sources . Seeking them ou t i 8 
made difficult by' her decision not to include all of them in the biblio­
grpahy . She attempts to cr edit all by the use of f ootnotes . Her fre ­
quent citations of her own previously published works rather than the 
primary aourcea add to the difficulty . Newapapers moat frequently uaed 
are referred to by initials and will be found in the front of the book 
along with the i nitials f or religious or ders , archives , historical col­
lections Bnd 80me books . 

Obvious errora occur that cause the reader to wonder how many 
ot her errors are in print . ltochford is consistently spslled ' I<ockford . '· 
St . Mtthew ' s Indian Nission near Veblen is moved to Kingsbury County . 
Onaka is substituted f or Onida in Sully County . The Minneapolis and 
St . Loui s Railroad in Faulk County becomes the Minneapolie : and St. 'Paul 
Railr oad . These obv iouB errors are easily corrected bu t others in par­
ish accounts , once in print , ar e likely to be used with our being thor­
oughly checked f or accuracy . 

The town of Sisseton is especially badly treated . ~ame s are mis­
spelled, wron~ information 1s given , and the reader is left with the 
Impressl orl that the St . Peter I s Pa r ish was an indolent, impermanent 
congregation , hardly 8 fair assessment of the businessmen and f armers 
who as a group built two churches , two s choola , and two parish halls in 
their first sixty years of ex istence . 

Names of pries~8urface again and again and made this reader wish 
that the author had listed t he names , life stories , and sssignments of 
t he clergy in 8 separate section f or r eference and clar ification . A 
similar arra ngement of parish histories would have made this work a 
much more useful reference t ool and perhaps have a id ed the au th or in 
find ing the contradict ions in her own statements . 

BUILDERS OF GOD ' S lI~GDOM . The Histor y of the catholic Church in South 
Dakota by S~ . M. Claudia Duratschek is available at Rawlins Library . 
call number 282 .09 

D93 
SDC 

--------~~~----------------~~~.~~r_-------~-------Ja nuar y , 1986 JS 
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Electiol:' of officers was the main business at . the February meeting . 

·The f ollowing pe ople have agreed to serv e as offi cers for the coming 
year : 

President--Stan Oestreich 
Vice President--Laura Glum 
Executive Boar d--Alice Smith 

Secre t~ry --June uEstreich 
Treasurer-- Richard Phillips 

and MarlYnrae Mathews 

This is the last issue of the newsletter that you will receive unless 
you have paid your dues for the coming year . If your name does not 
ap~ear on the list below , send your dues to Box 925 , Pierre or bring 
them to ·the March meeting . 

Ellen Carter 
Marlynrae Mathews 
June Oestreich 
Laura Glum 
Joam.e Fix 
Steve Miller 

Alice Smith 
Stan Oestreich 
Anna lJavenport 
Genny Ziegler 
Linda Osberg 
Floramay Miller 

COMING UP 

"'Jarch 18 1s the date of ou r next meeting at Rawlins Library . Our ten ­
tative program will be 01, how South Dakota laws affect genealogical re ­
search. At our April 15 meeting , Fred Li llibrid ge will demcms trate his 
genealog~ computer pro.ram . If you missed the Februar y program at which 
Stan and June Oestreich presented the computer program they. use for · 
their genealogical records , this will be another opportuni ty for you to 
pecame aware of the latest way to keep genealogical information . 

The 1986 National Genealogical SOCiety Conference will be hoated by the 
Ohio Genealogical SOCiety at its 25th annual convention or. May 28 to the 
31 •. ' Site of the conference will be the Sheraton Plaza Hotel in Columbus , 
0h l 0 . · Full day seminars 'tl111 be held for 11 brarians , teachers , and be ­
g i nners . General and reglonal topiCS w1'11 be covered . Lore information 
is available in the Nati onal Genealogical SOCiety r.ewsletter . 

Two summer genealogical workshops will b6 held at Chadron , Nebraska 
Stat. College . Basic Geneelogy for those with little experi ence will be 
held June 18- 19 followed by an Advanced Genealogy works hop , June 20- 21 . 
Cost is _'5 for one session or $60 for both . Norman Moyes , professional 
genealogist fr om Salt .Lake City , will conduct both . Contact Michael 
(",offee , Di.r09c t'f lt" , at the college for more information . 

. SEE PAGE 4 , THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
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A VISIT TO THE NEW GENEAWGICAL LIBRARY , . _ 

Having just r eturned fr om a week in Salt Lake City , I ' d 
Bh~re my r esear ch exper ience in the new genealogical library 
mon chu rch with you . 

2, PAGE 2 

, , 

like to 
of the Mor -

The new building is aet within easy walking dist2nce of many motels , 
r estaurants , and public par king lots . The r esear cher will appreciate the 
nearness of t he restaurants as there is only a snack room in the library 
with machines supplying food and drink . The Bame gEnerous working hours 
are in effect with ma~y holideys included . While I was there , the library 
was open on February 12 , a Utah state holiday and the Federal holiday of 
President ' s Day OT. February 17 . 

Although there is an i ntrod uctory film to the use of the library , I 
f ound that a chat with ~ r eference person and a pamphlet descr ibing the 
l ocation of the materials were enough to orient me BS everything is so 
clearly marked . 

The first floor now holds the Church Archives . The 3econd floor 
haa the Un! ted States and Canada r ecords . T ~le first of two basements 
bas the I llternational Collection with Latin America and all of Europe 
except the British I sles which will be found in the second basement . 

Each floor has the Ba~e arr angement with r efer ence desks , stacks , 
readers , and microfilm storage in the same locations . Each floor has a 
separate r oom for copying where supplies and Borne reference materials 
can be purchased . 

The biggest change is the disappearance of the card catalogs , all 
ths t information having been transferred to microfiche . Each fl oor has 
several copies of the microfiche as wEll as the Internati,onal Gen,ealogi ­
cal Index. so that there is no need to go from one floor t o the other to 
check on the availability of materials for various areas . Notebooks 
hold the numbers of the most frequently used general sources . Filby ' s 
boo ks of published ship ' s lists have t he call numbers of the original 
sources whi ch are all available in the library . 

Most of my time was devoted to searching ship ' s lists which is un-
doubt edly the most time - consuming , frustrating , and useless rea~arch 
there is , but I cont inued t o hope that I might find the elusive ancestor s 
on one of t he lists that would have the little ~x~ra i nformati on I needed . 
I didn ' t find them at all . The pessimist sayq I wasted my time . The 

, optimist says I eliminated a lot of possibilities . The rationalist pre ­
sumes th ey are on the mi ssing years . The humorist suggests they swam 
across . 

So that my entire week of r esearch wouldn 't be a failure , I went 
t o my trusty Swedes wh o I can count on to be where they are supposed to 
be and one of whom arrived la~e enough to be on the New York City index . 

continued on page 9 
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PUBLICATIOn S OF GENEALOGICAl. INTEREST 

The lf1am! Valley Cenealos1caL Society. a chapter of. the Ohio Genealogical Society 1, 
reprintins t hree book. by Lind.ay M. Brien. They are Volume IL and III of ~ntgomery 
County, Ohio Harriage. and Volume IV, Quaker Records. Volume II ha. marriage. A-L 
and Volume III has ~Z. Both are $20 . 00. · Volume IV i. $1& .00. All three are 
available in one package for $54.00. Order from: 

Hiami Valley Genealog1cal Soc1ety 
P. O. Box 1364 
Dayton, OR 45401-1364 

~OH COUNTY ILLINOIS ~1NER INDEX, 1892 1. a newly publi.hed volume that w1ll 
help replace the 1890 cen.us for that area . Epitaph. from 14 cemeteries 1n the 
OmeSa and ieacham Town.h1p areas are included. The 120 page book il hardbound. 
Colt is $26.00 . Order from: 

The 1900 cen.u. index of Crawford County , 
$1.50 po.tage and handling. Order from ~ 

W. A. K1lmer 
Star Route . Box 18 
Clavi • • NM 88101 

Il11n01. 1. available f or $10. 00 plus 
• 

Crawford County Genealogical Society 
803 M. Madi.on 
P~binson. IL 62454 

ALMSHOUSE REGISTER, S~ELBY CO. IL 1870-1942 for $8 . 0C pootpaid and GUARDIAN r.ECORD 
lOOK AI SHELBY COUNTY . IL 1857- 1869 for $15. 00 ppd can be ordered f ro.: 

Phyllis Hapner 
1019 N. Long 
Shelbyville, IL 62565 

1655 SHELBY COUllTY CENSUS INDIlA for $5.00 ppd and 166C SHELBY C01lNTY CENSUS I NDEX 
for $4.50 ppd are available . Order from: 

J udy Graven 
915 H. Hain 
Shelbyville , lL 62565 

)!CI NTOSH- lIAc;mrrOSH F»:ILIES : SIGNIFICAm AlUJ'.ICAN AlID CANADIAN LINEAGES which 10 
Volume V of a seriee of booka on the McInto.h geneal ogy can be purchased for $20 . 00 
plu8 $1. 00 for poetage . The other 4 volumes a r e . til1 available a t $17.50 each for 
the firet two and $20 .00 for the others with $1. 0e postage required for each. 
Order from: Valter H. Mclnto.h 

P.O. Sox 214 
Topsfield , HA ::::1983 

GENEALOGICAL GUIDE TO GERMAN ANCESTORS FRO:·: EAST GERHWY AND EASTEr.N EUROPE covera 
!e.t Pru.aia with the loverumental district of Wes t Prus.ia , Pomerania, Sile.1a , the 
Grenzmark (border territory) Poznan-West Pru8.ia. and the e .. tern part of Brandenburg 
province. .~p • • directori •• • archivea, and gazetteer s are included. $19. 00 by per­
aonal or ca.hiers check include •• hipping and handl ing. Order f rom: 

Verlag Degener , Co. 
P.O. Box 1340 
D - 8530 Neustadt/Ai8ch 
Germany \olest 
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PUBLICATIONS OF GENEALOGICAL lNIERl!ST 

ULSTER HERITAGE, • nev historical and genealogical journal begins publication in 
March/April 1986. Published 3 times a year, the publication will include Pariah 
Register Extract., Census Returns, and Voter'. Lists with each i.sue containing an 
in-depth study of • specific location in Ulster. Subscription rate 18 $20.00 yearly. 
Peraonal checks are welcome at either addre8.. MatI check to: 

121 Saintfteld Road 
Belfast. N. Ireland 8T8 4HN 

7 Lancasterian Street 
Carrlckfergu8 
N. Ireland 8T38 7AB 

PAHlLY TREE MAGAZINE, • bl-monthly publication in its second year of publication 1. 
available for $15.00 yearly. Ita specialty is the British Mainland and Ireland. 
Volume I is also Itill available. The United States distributor i. : 

Joanne Harvey 
2420 Newport Drive 
LanSing, HI 48906 

** •• If anyone il interelted in ordering ony of these publications, contoct .*.* 
Joanne Fix for order forms And more information. 

RESEARCH HELPS 

The KUGIG BULLETIN BOARD is a computer service of 120 computer opera tors. Submit ft 

query about an ancestor anywhere in the world ($5.00) and a computer operator who 
calls the bulle tin board viII try to find an answer. Following queries cost $2 . 50 
each. Research time c~n be exchanged for $5.00. For $35.00 a year you can have un-
11a1ted query and r ea&arch exchange. Send a SASE for more dateil. and rules to: 

Kugig Bulletin Board 
Box 176 
Coleridge, NE 68727 

The Belle Fourche PubliC Library continues to add to its genealogical collection. 
The titles of the materials are to be found in the WYHONOAK MESSENGER, the news­
letter of the Tri-State Genealogical Socie ty. If you would like to have a title 
searched, send a SASE to : 

Public Library 
905 5th Avenue 
Belle Fourche, SD 57717 

Our Society r ecently obta ined the Texas State Library Circulating Genealogy Dupli-
cates list . These duplicate copies are avail able for interlibrary loan. Many • 
leneelogical books, leneral and specialized are listed, ships lists (printed) , 
family histories and particular state sources of a majority of the 50 states are 
available . There are also indexes for Texas births and death. from 1903-1973, and 
Texas County Tax Rolls. The lists are to be found in our collection a t Ravlins 
Library. 

THOUGNT FOR THE DAY 

If we each brought a friend to the next meeting. 

ve could double our membership I 
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, , , 
, THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF GEOr:GE F.A.1DI NG AND HIS FAUILY 

By Starlene Kitchell .' " 

In the January ' newsletter, you lea~.ed abo':!t George Harding's parents , John 
. . 

Harding and Ann (Holland) and of their trip to Ameriea in le33 from ~ingston in the 
I ' " , ,_ 

County of Oxford , England·, Thl! I f~mlly se.ttled in Royalton Tcnmship , Cuyahoga County, 

Ohio where the ehildre~' BreW up J Le t meJ reaCq~8~'t y'ou' wj.th ·thoae of George" s , , .. , , 
brothers and aistere who lived 'to reach ' this :country and who played important roles , . . 
throughout his life. The oldest was John Harding, Jr. born in ·1817.' folloWed by 

}~ry Ann born in 1818 . Hartha born in 1823, Mariah born in 1827, then George who ~~ •• 

born in 1829, and finally Henry born in 1833 , . 

After her mother died in 1835 . r~ry Ann a8 the eldest girl. beca~ the female . . 
hub of the houaehold until her marriage to Chester Mace HURLBUKT in 1838. One by 

one the others married--John Jr . to Julia HURLtU7~ in 1837, Mariah in 1843 at around 

the age of 16 to Albert P. BALDWIN, Hartha Elizabeth .in ~845 to Charles WEATHERHEAD. . . , 
(Mary Ann ' s hUBband and , Jo~~ . Jr.'s. wi~e were .brother and sister . ) 

After John Harding senior died ' in lt48, ' R~nry, then ~etween ' 15 and 16 years of 
, . . , . 

age became a member of the .. household of hh :brother-in-law. Charles lJeatherhead to 

whom he apprenticed himself fO.r t hree years to learn th~ atone m&sdb t 8 trade. Thh 
. ,. 

resulted in a meat major stroke ~f fortu~e for Ren~y and hiB deBcendants a. will be-

come clear l ater. Henry ma.tered the trade. worked one year 
, ". " brother-in-law, then became an equal partner with him, They 

as a journeyman for ,his 

j~intly c~rried o~ the . . , 
businees until early in 1859 where we will leave Henry ' e stot)' for the present. 

' . ,~ . . . . . , . . -
Not much. detail is known of Georle dur.1u& his gr9wing up years. He was 19 when . . 

his father died. In the· 185C fede,J'al ceneus of Roy'al ton TownsA1.P, 
" '.. ., Ohio, George appears a. a .tngle man. age 21, occupat.ion threSher . 

.' . " " 

Cuyahoga County, 

with a property · 
'. 

value of $500. It was ther~ on June 28, 1852 fnat ' he was married . . . 
the Peace to Elizabeth 'HiA:rlt. 'my great grandmother •. 

by a Justice of 
, '; 

George and Elizabeth remained at Royalton at leaBt until after , t~eir (irs~ child, 
" 

Jason Eenry Harding was born there on Christmas day , 1853. A year later they were in 

Columbians Count'y, Ohio, at 'Welleavill.e, 00 the Ohio liver where George worked as a 

IIbrassfitter ll or bra.s ' finhher ' in connection with the .steamship river traffic. He 

a180 turned out the first casting for the first railroad west of Cleveland. 

The first known photograph of George was taken at Wellesville. In a studio 

standing pose , he a~peara a. a medium tall, 'well dresae4 young man. serious of 
.' . 

countenance, square of jaw. Hi. trousers had a cresse. his shoes showed a polish. 

He wore a knee-length frock coat. open • . :with a watch chai.f\ peeking through. Thick 

.' 
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dark hair vas parted on the aide and comb.d back. Buahy but neatly barb.red sid. 

burna extended down hia cheeks to • point even with the corner. of his mouth, leaving 

hi. chin and upper lip cleanly .haven. 

It waa from Welleaville t hat George wrote the first of 1:i. ex'bUng lett en home 
, 

to his .i.ter, ~~ry Ann. (The postage wa. 3 cents.) 

(The ink i. faded. George" appeared to .crawl hurriedly on some occa.ions 
and write with more care at other time.. Eere and there a word cannot be 
dec i phered. Hi. spelling wa. phonetic . incon.i.tent , and unpunctuated 
a. ",a. the atyle of mo.t of t he IIblue-collarll people of that time. An 
effort ha. been made to copy •• liter.lly .s po.sible.) 

L·.r8 .:.ary Ann Hurlburt 
Parma Cuy.hoga Co 
Ohio 

Nelleaville 
n.c 4th 1854 

Dear Si.ter .nd Brother and .U the n.· •• e. nefuu 

1 gue •• 1 wont •• y .nything much but I hop t his will find you all well 
a. it leave. u. at pre.ent Jacon i. cuting teeth be a. got 10 and 1 
have found one of my wildom teeth just cut threw the .k1nn and can 
feeal 3 more Jacon •• got this last 3 day. that he can get up to a 
chair or enything and atand fine. you muat not expect much in t his leter 
for i have rate 2 today before this, tima. 1. dull hear the aame aa other 
plasea I am atill vorkin, 1n the .hop 1 do not have work annuf t o kep 
me again all the time but when t work 1 mak it count but it i. hard to 
get money aftar it ia urned I am offered a burth on the river this 
winter to fire on board • .team bo.t he told me if I would go he 
thought he could give me 40 dolar. • month and found t dont know wether 
I Yill go or not yet t Ihall have some bra.s work to do every few weeka 

I suppo.e that people around that part think that 1 have lost every cent 
but i dont t can ra1. &s much money a. when I comenta if 1 get .11 that 
is owing me but I suppose I have spent 4 hundred dol.r. and hard tim •• 
coming on in the comer , it ~~ke. things look very dry but i have made 
8S much as I have spent .0 t h.t i. Emly I .m very pleased to 
.e a leter from yo lovey Hartha even better aU pleas to rite us . _ 
f ew linea a. of tan •• you c.n and confound you old Chester if you dont 
right soon I wil not kill another .heep for all your gall darned .hears 
our beat respecta to you all and the rest of folks 

Ceo H.rding 

• 

El1&abeth wrote a ... 11 po.tscript to the preceding letter . Her handwriting wa. 

emall , feminine . and beautifully scripted. She wa. referrin, to sever.l ink .... rs 

near the bottom of the page. 

from Elizabeth 
A Herry Chriettll8s .nd h.ppy New Year to you all 
rubed his hand allover it 

the baby baa just 

George's next letter home w •• · •• d . nd poignant. He wrote a. follow. to hi. 

older brother: 

t 
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Hr John !larding 
Parma I 

Cuyahoga Co. Oh~ 

Dear Brother and .Silter 

V.llnville 
Sept 18th 1855 

1 hope this may not fine you w1th trobblal l1ke mine. I laid ~ dear wife 
tn the IUant grave ware ahe can deep ailentaly with companions of ,the 
dead. She born a l1ttle daughter in to the world witch lived an our it 
va. _80 thiraday knight at I l ' oclock She dide on ~unday a.ornina 10 
minnet. before 5 oclock. She had the dilentery but ~ot then the b11l1u. 
feaver let in with' the loar mouth and that w.s the death of he~ She wa. 
a grate suffer I halk hur vhen. ahe va., dy1nd if .he was going to even 
.he s.id no 1 .m g01n down down down to ell but ~ .skes hur • gain after 
if ahe waa goin t o heven S sa1d yea of corl. Ihe waa the l.st uorda 
ahe spoke v •• ) up to the Ikiys se hala OVer fo r about. oinute 

you mult excus. blunders 
my belt love to you _;1 

and 'let Haryann se thia '1 muat conclude w1th 

Geo Har<!lng 

After Georg. lost Elizabeth (my ,reat srandmother) . the ,immediate problem of 

cour.e wa. what to do vith J.son . the little aon not ,y.e.t two yean old (my grand­

father) . 

,.. five- year gap occurs 1n oU;r knowledge at thb po.1n t . for , next ,,"e find young 

Ja.on . age 6 in the 1660 federal censu., living in Clinton. Iowa ~1th hi. Uncle Henry 

Harding and family. According to the cen.uael . Ceorge i. · nowhere to be found 1n 

either Ohio or Iowa. Hi. ody ••• y h.d begun I 

Let us now bring brother Henry ' . story up to date. You will remember that Henry 

Harding had become a atone malon ' and had wo rked in partnership with hie brother-1n­

lav Charles We.therh'ead (aister l-1arth. ' • hUlb.nd) in the Ohio home area until the 

22nd of Pebruary 1859. 

In 1854 Henry had aarried a gentle and compaasionate English girl . Sarah Ann 

BUCla'lASTER. the daughter of a Methodist preacher. M wa. true with .. ny young aar­

ried couple. of ' that era, their eyel 800n turned westward . After an interval at Rock 

bland. l11in01.. they cro.led the Missis.ippi River to t he atiiall town of Lyon •• 

Iowa. Sarah liked thi. community BO well that they decided to locate there. Henry 

found no difficulty in getting uork at his trade and before long he was in the 

general contracting bu.ine •• , 'building aome of the largeat buildings in the town . 

At that time the terminus of the Chicago and Northwe.tern Railroad va. at 

Fulton. Illinois, ac~o •• the Mi •• i •• ippi River from Lyon •• Iawa. The railroad viahed 

to extend westvard and build a bridge acro •• ' the r1ver at that point but the land 

owners demanded luch an exorbitant price for t heir ' land and oppoBed t he project eo 

.. 
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atrenuously that the railroad dropped . down the river about two milea and built their 

bridge, eatabliahing the City of Clinton . Iowa. Clinton grew faat and aoon out­

ranked Lyon. in population. Henry and Sarah moved to Clinton in 1860 and .... de_.it 

their home for the balance of their livea. Jason. George'. aon, remained in Henry's 

household until his late teens. 

GOLD I SILVERI Valuable clatme for the .takin81 118ny were attracted by exciting . ., ~ . 
talk. of richee in the Rocky !·fountain., out welt . George P ... ~din.g .. &l!lOng· thep:t. And .why 

'. . . '. . . . .. 
not? He wa. 31, unencumbered with wife or child!, and the Colorado Gold Rush of 18S9 . .. . -. 
va. in full awing, capturing men '. imaginations wherever they gathered. 

" " obituary tell. that he came to Black Hawk, Colorado with , tbe Black' Hawk Mining and 
, , '. , 

Milling Company add thit he v •• one of a committee which chose the name of ' Black. 
, .. 

Havk for the town which still exiata today aa a .mall-' Colorado mUnicipality. 

The year. of 1858-1660 marked an influx of aettler., f~rtune huntera; and' adven-. ', " . 
tu.rera to what 11 now the State of Colorado. Colorado ~a8 a'till a part of "Kan ... 

Territory until September 1861. Gilpin County was in its prime and the mining campa 

of Black Hawk , Central City', al'ld Nevada made up one cOl'ltinuoua ,~~ttlement at least 

two mile. long (but very narrow) . with their existence owe.d el'ltiFely. to metal mining . , 
No water aupply or aanitary provi8ions existed . Water waa paddled from houle t o 

houae and lold for '50 centl a b.r ra'l. Few comforta. existed but there wa. no ahortase , 
of excitement and activity. 

Only one page survives of the following letter whi~ George -wrote iri' ~~nuary 
of 1861. The envelope i. addrea.ed to hi. favorite brother-in-law, Cheater 
Hurlburt back in Ohio. husband of aister Mary Ann. He answer. a question 
from Emily Ann, "la18 niece ••• 

... 
Mountain Ci~y. X.T. 
19 Jan 

., 

Emly, you wanted to know how I get my waahing done we vash once in 6 weaka 
on sunday and So prospecting 80metimes I have never been to Church sence ~ 

I got hear the girl that came out with us is r.arid the man or famly th4t i 
sh come with tried to in8e~. hur caracter and she w~a goin to ahoot him but 
the revolver snaped and he run and she after him ldth a fork and , atabed him 
in the baCK Sh was a Une girle .",' . 

Some men have not wa.hed their fases eence laat spring and have graT. bac~ or. 
body liee ample to. draw them to the staUs the tun that I told you about 
being hung wa. t 'rying to stel another man. wife and he ahot the hUlband I 
have not hurd weather he i. dead or not the miners whiped him lasQe. 
with _ good ~lack whip tied to • . tree ~haved one aide of hi. head and drove 
him and the woman both out of the mountain. . 

we have got our tunnill done al but half a ~ay. work we had a very dangerous 
daya Jer k today by the 'Bround caving but we have Rot ·it cecure now we .hall 
get out .quartz this weak ~be veather i. fine a little cold but not ao cold 
as it 1e there 

--:Ut-~ 

IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER WE WILL CONTINUE THE STORY OF GEORGE HARDING'S FJl~Y ANn OF 
GEORGE'S LIFE IN ROCXY HOUNTAIN TERRITORY_ 
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GENEALOGICAL LIBRARY , continued 
The I ndex was diff icult t o r ead but the name 1 was seeking stood 

out with the name of t he ship and datt of arrival . 1 r olled out the 
microfilm and ther e it was . On November 20 , 1897 my grand mother , Kris ­
tine Sj oberg , 31 yea r s old , and her 4 childr en , Anna , 8 ; Karl , 6 ; David , 
4; and Arvid , 1 ; arrived i n New York City , t rav eling from Od ensjo , Swe­
den via Liver pool on the ship Lucania , t o j oi n her husband Karl Sjober g 
in Sisseton , S .D. Of course , 1 alr eady knew that but now 1 ha d printed 
ver ification of a fam i ly stor y . I t was almost enough t o make me go 
back t o t he rest of t he ship ' s lists •. almost . 

JF 

FROM THE NEWS LETTER EXChANGE 

The WYMONDAK MESSENGER , newsletter of t he Tri - State Geneslogicsl Society , 
is publishing the Belle Four che City Directory for 1911 . This is a rare 
volume pri nted 20 years after Belle Four che ' s f ounding . At that time , 
there were no house number s but streets ar e given. 

FRONTIER 
January , 
recorda . 
Ar chiv es 

DAYS , the Brookings Area Genealogical Society ' s newsletter f or 
1986 , has the add r ess es of state ar chives that hold milit ar y 

Instructions t or order ing mill~ary r ec ords fr om the National 
er e also i ncluded . 

Alexander Mitchell Librar y of Aberd een , South Dakota has j oined with 
American Family REcor ds Association t o provide i nt er - librsry l oan ser ­
vice of genealogical materiala inc l uding microfilm copies of out- of ­
print boo ks , bound periodicals , videotapes , audi o tapes , and books . 
Mate r ials a r e cataloged in t he Online Computer Library Center . l ists 
of the mater ials , kn own as ~FRA Co l lection , can be obatlned from the 
library or fr om: 

Kermit Kar ns , ~PRA 
311 E 12th Street 
Kansas City , Missouri 64106 . 

Use a #10 SASE when r eq'JestitJg i n! ol'mation . AdditioDs t o the li s tings 
are ' published i n the ,;}'RA quart er ly j ournal which i s ava ilable in ~ur 
~ollp.ction. at Rawlins Librar y . 

Despi t e Joanne ' s lack of success with Ship ' s Lists , our nex t 
issue will carry an arti c le about newly -released Ship ' s J1ists 
now in the Natlor.el Archives . Th es e are f or later year s , in ­
dexed , and holding much i nfor mati on about the passengers . 

----- ---_. __ . - - - _ ._ ----- -----
/fa r ch , 1986 JSM 
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This is the time of year when many people 's t houghts turn to gardening. 
Have you planted your genealogy SOCie ty gar den" Follow these directions . 

First plant four r ows o.f peas . 

Preparation 
Promptness 

Then platt two rows of lettuce . 

Let us be faithful to du ty. 

Nex~ plant two rows of squash . 

Squash unjust criticiam . 

Finish with four r ows of turnips . 

Turn up for meetings . 
Turn up with a smile . 

Pres enC E:: 
Perseverance 

Let us obey the rules . 

Squash indifference . 

Turn up with new ideas . 
Turn up with de termination . 

Watch your genealogy s ocie ty garden flouriah! 

COMING UP 

Linda Sommer , State Archivist , will be the speaker at our May meeting . 
The meetin@ will be held in the conferenc e room of the State Library 
and will include. t our · of t he Archiv es . The meeting will begin at 
7 : 30 ~ . M . on May 20 . Use the south door . of the library . 

I n June we will be updating five generation charts . The Soc i e ty keeps 
a surname index to the charts for easy refer ence . If you have not 
turned in your charts, plan t o do so at · t his meeting . We will have 
forms available for transferring the infor mation . If you have already 
turned in y our charta , this will be an op~ortunlty for you t o review 
the charts and make needed corrections or add i tiOTJB . i·.eeting date 
for J~ne is June 17 End we will be at Rawlins Library . 

':."'. ',. ~·i.· y..;..,n. ';',*~ . ' ''.,***" ww-K- ...... * ..... kif , .. W* ... 

I am t he immi grant . 
Since the dawn of creatiolJ my restless fe e t have beaten l .. ew paths across 
t he earth . My children will be your children and your land will be my 
land . My blood and sweat will c~ment t~e f oundation of America . 
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~ .. , 
SHAKING THE BRANcm:S 

with Marlynrae Mathews 

Just when you think you are at a deed end -- a new door opens 
snd the adrenalin starts flowing throu!!h the veins a@·ain . After eight 
years of futil e searching for information on the LI NDE surname I 
picked up a copy of the BLACK HILLS NUGGETS , November 1985 issue , and 
in the query column , 10 and be~old!t there was t he name of a lady in 
Canada searching the Bsme LINDE Burname . I was 80 excited , I reed 
the query three times juat t o make sure it was the s ame line of the 
LINDE surname I was searching . 

I wr ote to her alld f ound that her great great great grandfather 
and my @Teat great grandfather -- Michael LI~DE -- were the aame peraon . 
She sent me a computerized booklet on the LINDE family fr om r eaearch 
she had do~e . It contained just two it . ms (1857 and Crimea) t hat 
opened many new avenues of research f or me . 

We are stHl ext~anging intormatiol. , She is my third cousin 
once removed and fourth cousin t o my children . Her name 1s Cheryl 
51a80118 . I t 1s e o nice t o meet new relative s and be able to share 
y our ancestral lineage . 

Marlynrae ' e exper~nce prov6s that one should always read the 
query column in publications . Os car Ochs ner of Aberdeen , South Dakota 
used a different approach to ga ther the inf ormation he published in 
AN ANCESTRAL HISTORY OF THE OCHSlffiRS , a book which he has donated t o 
our Society . 

Oscar began work or. the history after r ead i ng PIONEERS ON TWO 
CONTINENTS by Theodore C. Wenzla ff in which Wenzlatf f ocussed on the 
l·chsner s wh o lived around Sutton , Nebraaka . Oacar f ound that his 
great grandfather did not fit the page on which his name was ahown . 
This led him to t race th e line through letters , church records , t ele ­
phone calls , cemetery markers , and personal interviews in seven atates . 
be estimates t ha t he drove 6 , 000 mil es obtaining t he interviews in 
1976 . 

The OchsTJer heritage is Ger man Russian but <iscar has included 
the Swiss Ochsners , a branch of the family who came directly from 
Switzerland to the United States in 1849 . 

Li ke all genealogists , Oscar continues t o work on his family 
r esearch and hopes t o publish books or, other family lines in the fu ture . 

NEW MEMBER 

Marilou Briggs--Rt . 3 Box 12 , Pierre , SD 224- 5760 
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THE l.IPE AND Lt'1'1BRS OF GEORGE P.APLI~G Ai!!l liiS P"HILY 

!.y Starlene Uitchell 

'~e will pick up areat ar,.ndfather. Geol'se l 
•• tory inj,lw) Hie deal' young vUe 

Elizabeth (HEATH) had died in her .econd childbirth in 1855 at We11e.vi1~e, Ohio, 

1aaviol Georse with a youns .on, Ja.on. oo~ yet two Y"~. old. Ceorge'. YOUDser bro­

ther , Hanry. had married in 1854 aod a.reed to cere for the child. By 1861 ¥enry 

with hi. wife Sarah Ann (BUCIllASTER.) and their groving faa11y including young Je.on 

vere coalo.rtably .ituated ln Clint~n. Iowa where Henry, had built a .mall hou •• and 

w •• doloS very wall in hi. buail1e .. of general contractina . ,The I~r kfor •• in 

1860 . George had traveled with a hardy group to the tacky I-tauntain He.t. 

, Ge0fSe wrot~ frou the mountain. early io 1861 ••• 

'~'!e buy our bread at the Bakery 30 ct. a lofe 1~ lb. ''# pie 30 ct. beef 
pork and been. venlon mexican matao i. our living b •• f 10 to 14 ct. pur 

_. lb. beens 12~ pur lb. pork 35 flower $12 to 14 pur .ack · butter 65 to 
75 fre.h pork 50 mountain sheep and venlon 10 cts pur lb. the mounta1n 
.heep il a very prity ani .. l antilope i. nice meat vhen we val on the 
road ve ' ketched a bil mud turtil and belld hi. and had a srate di.h we 
had good times coming we would ride or "1ade a cro. platt river on our 
way and stay vith thim all knisht 2 of UI at a time to aet betel' feed and 
keep the iDdi~nl from .teling and one would ,ard the camp 

the indian. did not trobl. ua at hall they would CODe and bea acme v.s 
naked and.cme waa drsed in akinn. vh~ they. move they take their tent 
poola and ty them to the poney. side. and aet a basket on t he pool. with 
one end dragina then put the papo •• s in the b •• ket and a aquav on the pony 

thb 1a .aturday kniaht .0 all wel ri,te.eon aoodby for the preeant 
cruma allover the table and dishea not waahed .awduat for f.ather. 
that 'a all 

George and hi. ~rother ~.nry . muat ~ave ensaged in many aeriou. discu.sions and 

exchanges about their live. ~d future.. Of that there ca~ be no doubt for in the . . 
nut year. 1862. Henry traveled to the mountainl and ran a quaTtz mill for a fev 

months. tben returned to Clinton and his f .. i1y. Evidently he .oon came to the con­

c1uaion that the mineral industry and the rouah life of the hiah frontier vaa not fOT 

hia. Thi. vaa probably the emartelt d,cl.ion he ever .. de. He ahortly went back to 

the "Statea," to Cleveland temporarily w~ere he took a contract for the buUdina of 

a city jail and a railroad roundhouse , then returned to Clinton and hi. family whel'e 
• 

be continued in the buildina _od contractina buainea. and achi.ved very aub.t.ntia1 

ftnancial .ucc ••• • 

. :~nvhile. Geora_ prov~ded for hia meag.r need. by working in an ore alllin, 

operation and devoted a~l hil ti~~ and .trength and every cent be could spare to hi. 

ao-cal,led "valuable" cla1aa on Red Elephant :!ountain. The molt proai.ins of these 

va. de.cribed al CeDtral .waT!" Lode 20249. r Onnin!ll, ubich va. to .hap. hi. 1Ue. 

It va. a ,time when thou.anda -t. ..... proapee'ted or !Ol'ltec1 ~ba1T m1ne1'.al c181m.a . mad. 
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• their fortunea (in one way or another). or save up in d.feat. The chance of finding 

• rich vein of gold in the .tubborn rock wa. a powerful ~tivating force. George 

labored independently on. Surely he was one of the true Colorado, ,pioneers. 

Let us turn back now, to briefly reflect on the f~ly member. left behind in 

Ohio. George ' s siater ~.ry Ann HURLBllnT wa. 44 years old i~ 1862. She and Chester 

were the parents of ten girls , all 1iving--Emily Ann, Lucy t!aria, aartha Elizabeth, , 
Henrietta Haril1a, Eliza Jane, Annie Nancy Jane, ' B_rtha Li~li.n ~ Virginia Betsey. 

Amelia . and Emma Louiaa. )!artha . 39 in 1862. and .her hUlb4Dd Charle. 'n1.oma. WEA.nmR­

HEAD. had a famt'iy of' five--Charlea Thomaa, Henry 9 .. " Theodore It.:, Edvard H., and 

Albert John. U"fortunately little reaearch has , been done ,and no intormation i. found 

with regard to f'ti"bll. the .iater who married Albert 71ALmlIN. " 

George'a older brothl!r John Hard,ing had buried his wit:e JuUa
t 
.(l!lJRLBURT) in De-

camber of 1858. 
. t ,,: " 

'n1.eir children ware Charle. S ., Edvard. Fredetick, Eu.e~a, ~euben. 
" 

John Ill, Ada, and Julia. Edward and Eusebb died younS and. ':11th theit' mother, are 

all buried near the immigrant Harding parents" in the old ' York' Road Cemetery in Cuya­

hoga County. Ohio. :John P.arding'!a, ' 'O ther children remained with him. 

John vho had been to aome extent called ~to :!ethodiat ministry , married again in 

April of 1859 to a remarkable vQtMn by the name of Jeanette EAI'LO'". She had been born 

in ~nsburgh. ~henechtady County ; New York in 1825 and went to ~enia . Ohio when sh. 

was 30 year. old. Jeanette va. aevoutly religious and w •• extremely well educated at 

Canajohairie Academy and Baldwin University. fibile yet in New York ahe had been a 

a1saionary and had been recruited for t he lecturing and writing f~eld with Suaan B • 
• 

Anthony. However, her life's public work developed along different lines with her 

marriage to John Rarding ~ Another trail west beckoned to Jphn f~r in ~uly of that 

.ame year, 1859, they moved to F.emaha County in southeastern Nebraska where John an­

gaged in farming . Jeanette Barlow Harding became a prolific local writer and teacher 

and did much to influence the religious . educational , and political growth of the 

community of Lo~don as th~ years went by. She moth~red John's older children and 

bore two more who quickly faded into ob.curity . Neither was shown in the 1900 ceneua. 

In the five years between 1862 and 1867 we can reaaonably suppos. that ~ an-
" cestor Ceorge' Harding atayed well in touch ~ith brother Senry in Clinton, lova. How 

many tripe back George made is unknown but one fact 1s certain--he waa in Clinton 

long enough to do aome courting and be married there on June 26, 1867 to hi, aecond 
, , . 

wife, Deborah Jane T!'.E.ACY. Deborah - or Debby a. George ca~led , her - vaa a New York 
, 

girl born in Bageualstown, County Carlow. Ireland. Her parenta were James TREACY and 

Jane (BRADLEY) . Deborah's relat ives remained in Brooklyn . (They were very ~.pp.r , 
gentlemen j udging from picture. taken 1n front of their music store.) What brought 

, ' 

Deborah to Iowa remains a ' mystery. , 
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There i. also lome difficulty second-gue •• ing where George .pent the next fev 

yearl. Our family underetanding has always been that he va. in li the mountainl. !: Per­

hap. he t:w1nteredll in Iowa. !~ny left the high country in vinter and returned in the 

Ipring. George and Debby'. firlt child. Richard Bradley Harding. wal born in Clinton, 

Iowa in October of 1868. Emma Jane, their leeoad and only ot her child was also born 

there in February of 1871. It i, clear that both Geor ge and Deborah vere in Clinton. 

Iowa on :~rch lIt. 1870 when they both WTote in the .ame letter to George's ailter 

l~ry Ann Hurlburt in Ohio about t he Eenry Harding familY'1 bout with acar1et fever . 

Deborah , who a1waYI signed al n.iater, :' WTote--

near Hary Ann 
!<re received your kind letter on yesterday You see we 108e no 

it I hope you are all enjoying one of God greatelt b1elsings good 
are having a levere time they are all out of danger except Charly 
about him 

time in answering 
health llear folks 
we have our doubt. 

!~ny thank, for your good wishes about me I appreciate them very much 
ha. there Upl & downl I luppose thb is my time :,.y boy enjoys good health 

every one 
at prelent 

I hope he will elcape the Scarlet fever 
I have -no new. to tell al I dont go any where to vilit 

the sick folks 
I look in the window at 

You mult excul. thil .cribble a. 
qy love to all the girll & Aunt Sally 
& better half 

Dear ciater 

I am WTi ting it with Pichard on my knee give 
& :!artha & faud1y keep a little for your lelf 

from your sister 
D J Harding 

Clinton 

I received your letter yesterday and glad to hear from you I am litting with 
Henry'a folkl with scarlot feavor Louile i. better out of danger Charley ha. had 
a very hard time for 3 weeks & is not out of dant er hil neck & breast bad ley Iweln 
I think he will make out to live and that is all ~illey ia betel' his neck badly 
avel1n but can eat like a little pig H and 5 a. had • touch of it ~o but are better 
• hard t1ae for 3 weaks nite and day and no one but my ae1f to set up with them 
debby cooks some little thing but 8a kept a ~ay on acount of the babby every one is 
as fraid as they would be of amal1 poeka it 1s a bad disease this year about 2 more 
weaka will fe tch them all rite again 

we are uaul1y wel hoping this may find you all well sory to heare the death of 
r~1 Lane Spenser famley are dwindling away I IUppOS. Em thinka aho a. the fineat 
boy in ~he united .tate. h011 is that old made :.f.artha .h never rites eny thins about 
hir travel. you did Qot .ay eny thing about Lucy I was maki ng bra.. for a steam 
boat yesturday made $lS I do not expect to make very MUtch hear the firat year I 
hear it il very hard time. in New we got a letter from cis : ~ria the other 
but it i8 no use to I&y eny thins about hir ahe 18 young and .8 rote to every body 
in one day I would 11~ to get in to hia aple pit t hat Ih tell. about It is most 
6 in the morning 

Geo PArding 

George was evidently doing work for j ~S.i8Sipp1 r~ver boats and expected to atay 

in Clinton lince he apoke about not expecting to make much t here the firlt year. 

But i t wa. not to bel 
(to be continued) 



THE PI..:RRE- FT .' PIERRE GENEI.lCGiCAL SOCIETy . : . . . . . . •. . ..... . . ... .. . .. . . 
. . . . . . . . " .. . ... . . • . .. . . .. ... . ..• YEAR 1986 , VOLUME 11 , NUMBER 3 " 'PAGE 6 

RESEARCH TIPS 

I n Sha ki ng t he Brenchea t his year we ar e sharing some of t he way s 1rl 
which Soc iety members hp ve gathered informati on . In t his issue Mar ­
lynr,e Ma t hews hes t ol d of he r success in f ol l ow in. through on an in­
quiry ., by an i rd ividue l sear ch i ng the same Burname . We hav e de s crib ~d 
Oscar Ochsner ' S Bev en state s earch f or individuals bearing his surname . 
. I n pn earIie:r is~u e , Genny Zi egler t old us how she learned she we s 
el i gible t o j Oi ll t he Mher f amily assoc i ation . 

As we r e ceive infor matiol: abou t fami ly asa oc i s tlous and t he ir news ­
l ett ers , we s har e t hat i nf ormation with our members . Famil y Bss oc i a­
t iorl newsle tter s c ontain quer ies , hi storie s , biogr aphies . death and 
birth notices as wel l as current news ab out fa mily act ivities . 

The , May - June 'is sue of t he GE~ALOGI CAL HELPER yearly lis t s t he names 
of 'period i cals publ ished by f amily ' ass oc i ations . We r egu l ar l y r ece iv e 
the Par ke Fa mi l y Ass oc i ation news l et t er wh i ch i s ' housed in .our coll ec ­
tion at . Rawl ins Libr ary . 

Recentl y we received the news letter of t he Van Voor hees Associati on 
who se ma iling addr ess i s i n ca r e of ~~s . Robert Wick , 69 Wyckoff Ave . , 
Wal dwi ck NJ 07463 . Another r ecent arrival was t he newsle tter published 
by t he Ne sbitt - Nisbet Soc i ety . Mailin@ acidress f or tha t group is i n 
care of W. B. Kelsey , 1113 Amher st Rd . , Pana ma City , FL 32405. 

Typi cal of t he i nf ormation f ound i n these newsletters i s t he Hi s t ory 
of Nesbitt I s I nherit anc e , a larld STa nt in Maryland , or this tldbi t 
of hist or y fr om t he Van Voor hees news letter ; 

"Unt il 1777 all t he ,records of the Sl eepy Hollow Church wer e 
kept i n Dutch . I n Sept e,,!ber of t hpt year , il little 'child , 10v ine 
Hauws. wes baptised in English by t he ne ... min i st~r , R9'V . Stephen Van 
Voorhees . This ra i s ed a sme l l Dut ch t em~es t , and- th e new dom ine soon 
l eft that par i sh . " 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS . 
MADAWASKAN HERITAGE , a hi story and genealogy of Acadian people wh o 
s ettled Madawaske on t he St . John River be twe ~n Maine and New Bruns ­
wick in 1842 , i s availabl e fr om t he aut hor f or a 60 day inspection . 
Cost of t he 31 1 page volume is $17 . 00 . vrd er fr om Le o G. Cyr 

5005 Rand all Le ne 
Bet hesda , MD 20816 

1850 U.S . Feder a l Popu l ation ' Census of Monr oe County , Pennsyl van i a has 
been -printed and can be pur,chased f or $12 . 50 pl us 1 .00 f or postage 
and handl ir,g . A br i ef histor y of ~,onroe Count y is i ncluded . Send t o : 

Bond Res ear ch 
5S2 Ba ird Str ee t 
Akron , OH 44311 
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ADDITIONS TO OUR COLLECT I ON 

The following items were recently added t o our collection of r esearch 
materi els at Rawlins Library . Th ose marked with * ar e gifts from 
Joanne Fi x" a nd t hoBe with # are gifts fr om Li nda Osberg . 

DIRIDTCilIEB 

198; Oongressional Steft ~ireotory 
ottlo1el Oongr essional Direot . r iEs , 94t h Oongres8 
Oongres sional Staff ~lreot~ry ~eotlon Index, 1982 
u. s. V~lc 81 Dlreot~rYJ 1972 - 7; 
National Heal t h Direot ory , 1 98~ 
Int ernat ional Tde\'lBion Almanac 
U.S. Achleve~ent Acade~ Nat ional Awar da 
The Offioial i.fuaeum Dir ectory, Uni ted States and OanadR 
Direct ory of Amer ican Soholar e 
Yhoha Who in Atterlcan Polit ics 
U.S. Department of State nlplo~tlc List 
1964 Governor Iia Year book 
State Adminis tr at ive Offioiale Ols88ifiei by Funot ion, 198}-84 
1976 Oat holio Almanac 
The ottio ial Oatholic Dir eotory, 1977 
Who ' Is Who in t he :':1d't!ea t , 1960 
VAnual tor t he Legiale t ure of New YOTk, 1982-8~ 
The lfuooicipsl Yearbook 
1980 S .D. State Co~esion of Engineer ing and Ar chiteoturel Examiner s 
1961 Dir ectory of Stat e find Yedera1 Officials in Sout h Dekota 
Dir e<'t ory of South Dakota LibTariee . 
1984- 1985 S.D. Oonservat ion Distriot Supervi aors Direotory 
Sout h Dakot a Educ at ions! Dir eotory , 198~-1984 .. 
South Dakota Legislative ~nu81 , 1975 
A Guide t o Building Re corns in South Dakota, 1984 ed . 
POlk 's Rap id Oity Direotory , 1960 
Polk Is Pierre Direotory , 1964 
His t orio Aber deen # 
The Stater . Pierre JlU1ior High School Year book, 1969-1970-1971 .. 
The Gumbo . Plerre f<.igh 30hool Year book, 1952, 1954 , 1961 ,· 1962 , 196~ , 197' • 
Northern State Col l ege , Aberdeen, S. D. Alumni and For mer Student Di r eot ory , 1965 • 
U. S. Geographioal Codes 
Guide t o Reprints by Ann Davis 
Net'l spepera Received in t he Llbu.ry nf Oongreea 
Your ~~8sftobu8etts Government by Donald Leviten # 
World Guide to Abbrevi ations , ~ velumes 
Minneapolis Ster and Tr i bune Index 

GEIlMA1G !'ROM RU33L1 

Websr, S. M. --O~olesterol Oollateral • 
Dohaner , Oscar --An Anoestr al Hist ory of t he.Ochsner a (Auth~r~8 Gift) 

... 
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BIOGRAPHIES 
Reeder , Russell - _Born at ~~veille 
K~Jt on , Cl ar s Z. - - Tour l s t Oamp Pi oneer ing Exp er iences 
Har din , John Weeley __ The Li f e of Jo~_~ We81~j· Rard in 

EdEls tein, Tilden G. - -Str ange !<:nthue i u I:!. , A Li t's 'of Thoma s Wentwor th Higginson 
Cox , Dosk C .-l~emor ie.l t"l \1illie.m Otter bein Olerk 
The Li f e and Wr i t ings of t he Rever end George Her bert 
Servies , JameB- -A Bibl i ogr aphy ~f J ohn ~~r 8hall 
Curr ent Biogr aphy YAg8~ine 
Biogre.phy Index 

RELIGION 

Clvr k, El mer-- The 5mall Sects i n Amer i cA 
Roberts on , Oonst sne e- - One idR nom:~unlty 
Roet en , Le o, ad • . ~-Religlo118 i n Amer i cR 
Br inton , notlsrd iIsines-- 7r 1end s f or 300 Years 
Car me r , Oar l-_The Ferm Bny end t he Angel (Latter nAY Saints ) 
The Fi r st Amer ioan Oa t holic i.~ 881:on8ry Oongress • 
Golden J ubil ee . Hist ory of t he Fi r st Oongregat i onsl Ohuroh, Pie~re , 5 . D. ,1950 

HlLITARY 

Regis t er of Oadet s and For mer Oadets of t he Y~l itar A08d~ , 1968, 1971, 1974 
901diera of the Gr eat ':'i8l' , ~ vo11m1.ea (Wor ld 'War I ) 
The Ar~ Lineage Book, Volume I I , The Infantry 
Pr oo eedings ot t he -st ions1 Enc~ments of Uni t ed Spanish War Veterans 

EUROPE 

Fodor' s Easter n Europe , 1985 (Bulgar i a , O~eoho81ovck1s , Hungar y , ,Polend , Romani a ) 
Fod or'B aelgium and Luxembourg, 198~ 
Fodor 's Par i a , 1981 
Fodor' s Fr anoe , 1982 
i" od or '8 Scandinavia , 1981 (Denmark, ? in1end , Io e1and,Nor ~., ay , Sueden ) 
Fod or's Holl and , 1981 
Fodor ' a Por tugal , 1974 
~ood h8lll-Smith , Oecil--The Gr eat Hunger ( I r ehmd ) 
Sylves t er , Dor ot hy- -The Rural Land s oape 'of t he Welsh Bord er l and 

:<;Tffr:l n !lb TORY AND liVtlIGRATICI:I 

Kr ug , Y.ar k--The ioiel t ins of t he Ethnio s 
i-!aoLean , Annie--i:Ode rn Immigr at ion • Jenks and Lauck--Tr.e Im~.11gr stion Pr oblem. A Study of Amer ican I m."'U1gr et ion Oond it i ons 

and Needs 
Holli and J ones , ed e . - -The E.thn~ i!'ront 1er . EBBeys in t he Hist or y of Gr oup survival in 

- . __ _ __ Ohi~ l'! o and t he Midweat - -- - - ----- - ---- - --' -'--- - ,- -- - -----
.,. 
~ d- \ 

.... BU.Y'" .... J 
" J ~ '0 ,. 
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NEW SHIP'S LISTS I N THE NA~IONAL ANCHIVllS 

PORT nANS INDEX 
Galveston , Texas1 1896 - 1948 yes 
SanFranciaco , California r. 1893 - 1953 through 1934 
Seattle , washington2 1890 - 1957 no 
New York City , New York t hrough 1S48 1944-1 9483 

Baltimor e , Maryland 1909 - 1957 DO 

St .Alba ns , Vermont 1895 - 1954 yes 

1 . A f ew lists are available f or 1893 . None f or 1894 or 1895 . 
2 . Some amaller Washington ports are included in the lists . Cansd i an 

entries through hontana and Washington , beginning in J uly 1917, 
have been interfiled chronologically with the ship passenger ar­
rivals . No Canadian entr ies have been in,erfiled from 1947 to 
1954 . 

3. A Soundex for t hese years i. being prepared . 
For more de tails see the January-February 1986 issue of the National 
Ge nea logical Society Newaletter . 

MORE PUBLICATI ONS 

The revised edition of FOUNDERS OF EARLY AMLRICAN FAMILIES i. now 
available . Historical information about 3 , 500 mele heads of families 
who emigrated t o the 13 original colonies plus a history of the Order 
of the Founders and Patriots of Areerica with eligibility requirements 
ere included . The $30 . 00 price includes shipping and handling . 
Order from : 

W.R.H.S.Library 
10825 East Blvd . 
Cleveland , OH 44106 

SWITZERLAND COUNTY , INDIANA CEl<!ETERY I NSCRIPTIONS 1817 - 1985 have been 
printed . I nscriptions from 71 cemeteries are included wi th Caled onia 
and Brushy Fork cemeteries from Jeffers on County added to them . Cost 
of the book before June 1, 1986 is $37 . 50 . Order fr om: 

Mrs . Wanda L. Morford 
P.O. Box 389201 
Cincinnati , OR 45238 

May , 1986 J SM 

/ 
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.. The 4th of July •• • Iud.pendance Day •• , Iletlebrat. Americau 1 e.ltend ••• Rededication 
of Mi •• L1berty ••• what a celebration I What. time to reflect OD the 1ma1grant Itor; 
and why tbey came. I:The poor I the tired , the huddled mule' y •• rning to br.athe 
fre."--thol. eloquent word. go right to the heart of our genealogy inter •• u. But 
lelt we forget , all aorta of people came . for .11 lort. of reason •• 

One of our members recently discovered a yellowed old newspaper clipping. It 
fallout of • book that had bean stored .way lODger than any faa1ly .eaber can re­
~er. l'!hy va. tbb ito •• ved? l<1hen w •• it printed? No one know.. You drum 
up the rest of the ItOry. 

QUITS ENGLAND lOR GOUNTRY 01 EQUALITY 
Marquis of Queensbury Declares Only in America Have All Hen the Sa. Chance 

New York, Aug_ 23--The Marquis of Queenebury arrived in Nev York froa London 
Prlday with the announcement that he expect. to become an American citizen, provided 
ha can find lomething to do here. Pirlt of all . he 1. goinS to look over the minina 
fleld, and it he finda condition. favorable he will brina over hi. two aone and let 
the boy. srow up with the country . 

The marqul1 declarea that he left England behind him, without regret. For hi_ 
title, he •• 1d, he cared nothing _ 

"For a thou.and yearl. :; he •• 1d, "...,- fardly name ha. been honored untll recently. 
I .m of the Scotch p.era.e and the only marquia in the United Kingda.--the only one, 
.. rk you, who 1. without ••• at in the Houl. of LordI. 

lithe r ••• on for thi. 1. better known at home than it 1. here. uy father va. a 
man vho had the courage of hi. conviction.. He wa. radically progre •• ive, a. I al­
vay. have been. and it i. for that rea.on that the family now i. without it ••• at 
among the peer • • 

"The treatMnt I have reeeived fro-. what I eall =y naUve land make. _ lova a 
country in which every .. n ha. an equal chance to win hie .pur •• for I. mind you. I 
.. not of the idle rich. and even though I ware the po ••••• or of an immen.e fortune 
I .hould try to do .omethinl more than fill a luit of court clothe. and dwadle about 
in indol.nce. " 

*** tl** *** 
C~I1NG UP 

The Pierre Hi.torica1 Society hal undertaken • .urvey of the r.cord. of the 
RUlhe. County Courthou.e. The work i8 being done in the baae.ent of the courthou.e 
in rooms that the Commi •• ioner. have .at a.ide for the Hi.toriea1 Society to u.e. 

Our group ha. been invited to meet there on July lS , our regular meeting night. 
We will have an opportunity to aee the archival work that i. being done by the 
H~.tor1cal Society •• well a. become acquainted with the re •• arch material. that are 
.tored. in the ba.nent. Tho •• who attended the iUy meet inS at which Linda 5otaer. 
State Archivi.t •• poke were amazed at the many . many record. of genealogical import­
ance on the county level that .he brought to our attention. Thi. will be another 
chance for ua to become aware of a valuable local re.ource. The meeting will besin 
at 7: 30 P.M. u •• the back door of the courthouse and take the elevator or the .tairl 
to the bUl:IMnt. The Ex.cutive Board will meet beforehand at llaw11n1 Library. 

The Augult 19 .etill.l will be at bvlin. Library. We are phnn1ng • work 1 •• -

lion . Obituary card. need to be lorted. and we hava aicrofUIII. that naed. attentlon 
too. If you have a re ... rch problem. bring that along and we'll try to help you 
.olve it. DOD' t worry about the hut during: our IU!IIII8r meetiDal. Both of our .. at­
tna: pac .. for the oext two wmth. are cool, cool . cool I 

• 

_ L 
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RECENT-' lI.CQUISITI ONS TO OUR COLLECTION , .. . . , 
We have r.'ceived Milir~ry ' Service Recor ds , ,A Select Cete'log of National 
Arch ives '~icrofilm Pub~IC2t"i o;, s :t:rom the National Archives and Rec ord 
Administration , the ' off~oia~ '~.pos+~or~ f or recor ds af militar~ personnel 
who have b~ep discharged from t he U. S . Air Force , Merine Corps , Army and 
Navy • • , . 
Th~ catalog is divided i nt o f our ' . ec tio,~s . ", 

The first . e"U,n. expl ains compiled military s ervice ,r ecords of volunteer 
soldiers who fough t f or the Unit ed States f r om 1775 to 1502 . -
The second ~ection describe s ... re cor ds r e la til1g t o se~v..i.c e .·in the regular 
U.S Army, and Navy . ',' , ' ," 

The third, s ection treats r ecords of veterans ' claims f or bounty land or 
pensions . 
The f ourt h section describes miscellaneou s record. that, relate to mili~ 
tery eery ice . " 

Microfilm ~f these r ecords may bo purchased f~r $20 . 00 a r oll . ,Order 
forms in t he bac,k of t he catal.og may be reprp,duced and ' 'Should be useJl to 
speed the pr oe es.ing, of , orders . ' ' 

" , , . 
Although the catalog ,has been printed t o aid i n or dering microfilm f or 
purchase , using it will assist r esear chers in ~earning the ,availabil:1 t y 
of military r ~ c ords of t heir sifeestors . The , cs t alog is t o' be used i n' 
the librar y onlY . ' ' ", .. ', , 

, , ' " , 

Records rela'tiDg t 'o' ;"he f01H.wing groupa of 'military personnel are at 
the National Personnel Records Center 1~ St~ ' LouiB , Missouri : 

'" . 

U. S. Army officers and enl isted personnel completely separ a t ed after 
1956 •• Fire destroyed the r ecor ds of officers separated between ,0 June 
1917 and 1956 ar,d enlisted men separated between 30 October 1912 ; ,and 
1956. "', ,. 

U.S. Air Force otficers and enlisted men complet ely separated af,er ' 
1956 . Fire des~royed earlier r ecor ds . ' ' 

U.S. Navy officers compl etely separated eft er 1902 and enlisted men ' 
comple tely s ~psrated after 1885 . ', ,',' 

U. S. Coast Guard officers complete ly separ ated after 1928 anJl en­
liated pers onn~1. comple;tely separate;! aft. r , ,1 g1 4 . 

Re quests for info~mation about vet er ans sQ culd be submitte~ ' to t he Na­
t i onal Perso~ne l Record. Center ~MPR ) , 9790 Page Blvd . , St . LouiS , MO 
63132 using Standard For~ 180 , Request Pertaining t o Mili tary Recor ds 
which is available from t he' St . Louis Cent er or the Government 19rinting 
Office , Federal Information Centers , 10,cal Veter ans Adm'inistration of - , 
fiees ( veterans serVice orgenizatlor.s , or Referenc~ Services Bra~ch 
(NNlR) , Natior,el Archiyes and: Rec or as' Ad min istration , Washingt on DC , 
20408 . ',.. " .. , ' , 

\. . . 

" 
, , 

- - -----
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THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF GEORGE ~ARDIHG AND HIS F~~LY 

!y Starlene :::1tchell 

In the laat newwletter we left the s tory of my great gr andfat her George 
Rardine in the spring of 1870 at Clinton, Iowa , where his brother Henry 
lived. George was earning a little throu! h his akil18 a8 a brass fin­
isher in conneetion with the steambOat tr8ffic on the ~:i88heipp1. 

George had married hi8 second wife } deborah (~ZACY) and she had borne 
him a 80n. Richard. Notwith8tanding the fact t hat George had mineral 
claims in Colorado. he wrote to his sister : ~ry Ann in Ohio indicating 
that he expected to remain in Clinton. George ',s 80n by his deceased 
first wife waa Jason (my grandfather) who had been raiaed in the F..nry 
Harding home at Clint,?n and was now 16 years old. , 

The time haa come in this narrative to gtve a little attention to Ja80n . By eo 

doiog. we can arrive at a pret ty good idea of the time frame in which George lett 

Clinton forever, to return to t he Itoekte8 Rd hie. Red Elephant ~!ounta1n. Two fact. 

are .pertinent. One is that teborah bore George another child in Clinton , a little 

girl named Emma Jan. , in ~F~bruary of 187 1. The other clue i8 that Jason would have 

been 18 years old that t ecember of 1871 and his memnirs state t bat when he was I:about ll 

18 years old h. ~ to Colorado to join his father in mining. Shall ve .Uppol' that 

George Harding stayed in Clinton until his faughter Emma Jane was born? if that was 

indeed the ease, and the traveling sea80n to the mot:ntain8 taken into account I George 

Harding left Deborah and t he children very likely during the spring of 1e71 and re­

turned alone to Elack Hawk in Gilpin County. Colorado . At any rate . relatively soon 

after George left Clinton , son Jason departed Uncle Henry ' s hou8ehold and struck out 

for Colorado on hi8 own by whatever means he could get there. 

(~iy mother remembered that Jason often 8poke of hiB journey a8 a youth to 
join hiB father in Colorado I and of camping by the :-!iB81ssippi River on 
the way. living off the land, mostly on cat fish , wild f ruit. and "mudhen8" 
which he trapped. The latter were wrapped in mud and cooked over a camp­
Ure.) 

The years passed I as yeara do ~ Pe don.' t lato"," "men Deborah took the two little 

children and went back to her relatives in ! rooklyn . But it can ea.ily be .een that 

George and DebbY ' 8 marriaee ua8 a lonely and unhappy one. They were worlds apart in 

so many different waye . 

November 17 f 1S60. Deborah ~-rrote from New Yor k to 7-:'ry Ann in Ohio, mourning 

the death of l-iartha (George and ! !ary Ann 'a sister). i~rtha had pa.aed away earlier 

that month. 

II •• • • • • I know George v1ll feel it very much 1£ he does not write he think. 
a great deal of his sieterl ' brothers. t had a letter from George laat 
week & the fir8t money 8ince lalt Xmaa $10 •••••• he .pea~ about coming 
to the 8tate8 I a180 had a letter from Jason ,dfe they are doing well I 
alway. new Jason would make a good huaban.d he was a good ateplon •••••• II 
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She also wrote of other troublea--

:1 • ••••• but I had Emma very sick last Hay and June, two days 't.'. watched 
for death. She had pneumonia, jaunders, also inflammation of the liver, 
from 23 : [&y to 19 of June I never left .her day or night only while I 
would eat and in July Richard shot himself in the left hand when all 

, l:er,e _well I was very sick with d1aentery. Hy head troubles me very IIIJch 
my brot.her Richard got everything that we needed in OUl' sickness a 
friend wrote to George when Emma uu at the point of death but he did not 
acknowledge it you know he could do better than he does for his family 

. Ten dollers in one year • •• • • • ,: 

Geo.rge moved from his lowly miner ' . cabin to nearby Lawson. Clear Creek County, 

Colorado 1n 1&78. For 84sier reading the followinZ letter to his s1ster ~~ry Ann is 

a .transcript minus spelling and punctuation eccentricities--but the overtones of sad-

uess and nostalgia are evident. :.!ay 29th 1881 

Dear Sister & Brother & Pamily Lawson , Clear Creek County, Col. 

It has been some t1me since ~ote you. I have nothing to write about 
only that I am a1llOngst the living yet. I am troubled with catarrh. "I:oat 
people are in the mountaina. FAping you all well. I mourn the lo.s of our 
dear 8.:1,ster H.A:rtha, but we must travel the same road after a little. It is 
like prospecting a new country we know nothing about , nor can't. I can't 
see 1nto the next 'tJorld any more than I can 1n the ground. I have not 
be.en to ch~rch for 10 years I t hink. . •. 

The weather here i. very fine. a little ahower most every afternoon. 
The grass will gro't1 nice this year in the mountains. I have not been out 
from under ground many day. this summer. It does not hardly seem as - though 
i t was spring yet. The summer and winter i8 pretty near the same under­
ground. T1me paaaes faater than any place. 

Things are pretty dull here in t he 'tlay of work, wages $3 per day for 
miners but more men than "lOrk . I t-:ant t o do something with my property if 
possible this summer. I am not able to develop sufficient or I could sell 
for a gooc! sum. I have the property . I cannot expl'ain to y'0u wha~ we 
have to do in this country to turn things into money. It takes lots of 
wor k to develop a mine to get it in shape to sell and one pair of hands 
can't do much. 

I am blamed by you all , I am aware of that. I do not expect you utll 
ever see me 'eft-ere again unless I make out of wha t I have here. as I eould 
not think of living in that part of the world. I want to come and see you 
all again if I can but I can't s.y when. perhaps never. 

I am living alone. It is seldom that anyone comes to see me .a. I am 
out of the vay on my claims . I am anxious to see my wife and ' children but 
can ' t at present. I have been away a long t1me. I do not write to folks 
so I get no letters. Send me one and give me • history of all my old ac­
quaintancea when you have nothing else to do . 

~ .. 
Chester. h~1 doee the world use you? I should like to tome and mow 

with you and eat lettuce and onions and pigs heade. I am living on pan­
cakes and ham, beans , and potatoes . They are 4 cta. a lb. My best love 
to you all , hoping we may meet again before death • . 

Give me some neus. from your brother 

Geo Harding 
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July 18. 18S1. Deborah in BrooklYn to t!ary Ann 1n Ohio 
(lbe Eddy 8fte .peaKs of 1i.e Edl1ard }!arding :Teatherhead . eon of Georse 'a .tater Eartha.) ., , 

I: •• • ••• I bad a letter from !ddy on 2& of June 6 thirty doller •• I need 
not a.y hoy acceptable it vaa a. all George ha •• ent me in one year & five 
montha i. twenty dolleI" I do not aee how he ex, ecta me & the children to 
live I owe ao much I do not know vhen I can pay it the doctor .ent in 
hi. bill for Emma twi~e which ia $48 it 1s not a nice feeling to have 
eent in & no thing t.a, with ••••••••• t had a'letter from George 1-6 ~!ay. 
none since he. is at Lawson Clear Cre'ek Colorado he wa. well my opinion ia 
he spenda all hi_ eoney on drink & neglects hi. family I do not know of . 
another man like him Rartly drinks but still he supports .hh fam1ly I 
have not heard from Sarah or Haria in a long t1rne I ,owe Jason wife a letter 
ahe wrote me a very nice letter • ••••• . : 

Jason !iarding . G'eorge ' • son. had. .tayed in Coleraao about two yeare. then made a 

trip back to Nemaha County in southeastern Nebra.ka to .visit hi. UncIa John Harding 

and Aunt Jeanette. It was there that he met the John ¥..QDG".c.i:~SOH fam1ly which had 1Il1.­

,rated from .~·!i.con.in some years earlier. Ja.on soon fell in love vith their pretty 

daughter. t·rary ·Rebecca-Becky. my grandmother . They were marTied on Christmas Day . 

1877. Jason's birthday. l~at. hand.ome coUp~e they were I Nemaha County became theiT 

life-long h01lle. 

Georse's next letter to Hary Ann taUs ua a lot about hie 'way of life and eX­

pressell a real outreach to fam.1ly tlet!lbera f ar. far auay . (A transcript) . 

II. plank road. that ia a great 
enterpr1a. for that place. 

Dear Siater & Brother & Pamily: 

June 19th 1881 
Lawaon . Clear Creek Co . Col. . . . 

Your great letter of newa . It contained more news to me ,than a HY Herald . 
liary Ann . you ought to have been an editor . I think you are pretty llmart 
if you had have a chance that folk. have now. I am ever so much oblised for 
the picturea. I think I have better looking re1ationa thsn the average. I 
wish you would get aunt and unclea Sarah and Nelli.le likeness and aend to 
me a. I have not got th •• now. alao siater l~rtba'. a. I did not get her 
letter. Someone must have taken it out of the off ice. t wonder whethar it 
wa. directed to Leadville . - If ao , there ie aome Hardinge there . Thomas 
HArding took my letter out before . for one of his Hardings opened it and 
p08ted it with apo10sy. ~iartha ' s hair is not 119 sray a8 I suppoaed. Ie 
the .mall white lock Ch.ater'e? . You did not say. You spoke of a pi ece of 
lace b'ut you did no~ aend it. You aent a piece of crepe or aomething 'of 
that kind. . , 
I have not received any latter from Eddie. I .had a letter from Jalon and 
wife. They were well and letting plenty to eat and well satisfied. She ia 
raising chickens . Jalon has 30 pigs . 3 horsell • • ome COWII. and one girl can 
walk and talk . I think he has a nice wife. She write. me good letters so 
I think a good deal of her. She sent her picture to me. 

Thi. is a beautiful day. The weather v.ry fine thill sprins . I did not know 
that Reuben was ~ead . I am lorry to bear of that. It doee not a.em po.aible 
for lIuch a change to have taken place in t~ • . short time since I wa. there. 
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" -.:' . ., . 
"Host ' of my 'old ,friends ~er~ of 1860 ,are, dead. It does not take long for 
a generation t o 'pass .wl~. :~ry Ann. you are .not '0 old a.' t thought you 
were. I thought 1 wa. 56~' year, old but 1 have forgot. . Tell me how old I 
am when you write. " 1 will write to Eddie snd Albert but ' I do not know 
where to address them. T81l them to .end (heir number. I had forgotten 
about them owing me but .~. ,ne~r' a. I ct~. :recQllect . about $75 doUare . I 
would not· wish for them (to) hurt themselves. thar if I had money I would 
lend 'thetc flame more ; I would eay if they could eend Aunt Debby $15 or $20 
by t he' 4th of July it would accommodate 1M: very much 'as I am afraid 1 can lt 
~ee the money. I hate to have the fourth pa.e and them have no money ,in ' 
a place like IfY City. 1 am 'doing dead work oil present so I can ' t get money. , 

·' 1 .. walting to take a contract of running a drift or tunnel 7 hundred feet . ' 
I ' 8n~ another ' man has the promiae of it for B company. There is a laweuit 
abo\Jt the pro~erty. I :u:pect it closed every day • . 

So beat lqve to you all for thie time. hoping you all well. 
with catarrh aince 1 year laat epring ,in my · head. I do not 

I Ul bothered 
th1hk I ever 

will ae.t over it . . 
F.J"OIZ! your well wished Brother . 

Geo. Harding 

Cheater, I 
see me but 

wiah 
t , do 

I could aee you , I ~uld like to have you~o~e here and 
, not expect ,that ¥ou uill come. , 

I have some very fine flowere growing 
wiU send a bunch in thb letter . 1:y 
15 in. deep. It ia nice and cool and 

on the roof of my bou.e . Perhaps I 
house i. covered wi th dirt about 
warm in vinter. n 

(The firat paragraph of George 's letter speaka about pictures. l~e ar.e .0 fortu­

nate to have a wonderful 8\1 X 10n original pic~ure of George's three sisters.. On 

the back. i. written the date , August 27 . 1874. and the names . Hary Ann Hardina Hurl­

burt . iiaria Harding Saldwin. Hartha Harding 'Peatherhead-Iar"e full-bodied placid 

looking women in long-sleeved full length best Sunday black taffeta. lace .at ~Uft8 

and lace coUar • . fastened with a brooch. earringa. lOng at.r.ight hair ",eatly parted 

in the middle and combed smoothly around ' the face into buna or coils at the back.) , 
In the year 1882 we have only two letters - both ( rom Georgeta ' life Deborah in 

Brooklyn. to his sieter Hary Ann in Parma. Ohio. 
.' . 

lurch 20. 1802. in p~rt--

" •••••• this i. to let you know the boy. eent me thirty doll era also one 
hundred & five & one doller which make. $136 doller s I sent you the note 
I payed some of my debts with it i am ao thankfull to the boy. for the 
lIIOney I have given up writ1na to Ceorge I knou you will blame me bJ.1t 
you dont feel the sting of having a husband And doing nothing toward. 
their aupport the children write · to him ••• • , . how I miss dear Martha 
consoling lettera •••••• " 

August 24 , 1882 . in part--

II •••••• 1 had a letter from George thie month with ten doll era in it, 
alao an account of shter Haria'a death •••••• George wanted to know 
what it would cost to take us out there 80 I let him know I wont aay I 
am g01ng until I have the money in my hand. 1I 

HE l!IJST LEAVE GEORGE HARDING'S STORY FOR THIS ISSUE HITH THE CLUE THAT HE AND DEBBY 
lfILL GET BACK TOGETHER AC.UN-BUT IT ~~OULD ~!OT BE EASYI (to be continued) 
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THE DOlolESDAY BOOK, REFURBI SHED 

England this year is celebrating t he r efurbishing of the Domesday 
(prol.ounced Doomsday ) Book , the oldest public r ecor d in Great Britain , 
considered by s ome to be England 'a greatest historical treasure . Its 
title c omes fr om respect of a record t ha t was s olid enough to confront 
Doomsday . 

Commissioned by William the Conqueror in 1086 , twenty YEa rs after 
his vict ory over t ne Anglo- Saxons at Hastings , t he book , printed on 
parchmen t , is a survey of t he country and its peopl e . Thirty- f our Eng- " 
lish counties are described in deta i l , landhold er by landholder . Many 
of the 13 , 418 places thus described ar e sti l l in existence wi t h churches 
and mills f ound t oday i n their original locations . 

The Dome sday Boo k actually cODsista of 2 books . Th e Grea t Domesday 
Book , 4 inches t hick , hol ds accounts of 31 counties crammed on t o 764 
pages , 14 by 20 i nches . The other book , known as Little Domesday , 7 
inches t hick , holds the records of 3 c ounties , Essex . Norfolk , and Suf­
folk on 902 smaller pages , 7~ i nches by 1 1 ~ i nches . Th e King ' s authority 
did not extend t o Northumberland , Cumberland , Durham , or Westmorland , 
nor was the survey leld i n London or Winchester . 

Completed in 7 months and written i n La tin , the infor mation in the 
book conaist s of the foll owi ng data : The nome of t he estate . Who beld 
it at the time of King Edward the Confess or ' s death (1066). Who held 
it in 1086 . How many hide s (120 "acre units) it was assessed at . How 
many plow teams belonged t o the t enant - in- chie f and how many to hia sub­
tenants . How many i nhabitants there were . Hqw much wood , me adow, and 
pasture . How many mills, fis heries , vineyards , beehives . How much had 
been added or t aken away since 1066 . What t he entire estate was worth . 

Most of the land had been taken fr om the Saxons and given t o the 
Norman barona after t heir victory ill 1066 . These Norma n bar ons were t he 
tenants - in- chief . Ther e wer e 1400 of them and they paid a land tax t o 
William while l eas ing the land to subtenants , cotters (unfr ee cottagers) , 
sokemen (free peasants) , and vill .iI,s (village"a ) . 

Since the Nor mans controlled t he country l it is no t surprising that 
the writers of t he Anglo-Saxon Chr onicle complained tha t "So ver y nar­
r owly did t he King have it inveati~ated t hr t t here wa s no Single hide 
nor a yard of land , nor indeed (it ia a sh&me t o r elate but it seemed no 
shame t o do ) one ox nor one cow nor one pi~ which wa s t her e left out , 
and not pu t down 1r. his rec or d . 11 Their complaint 1s t he genealogist ' 8 

j oy . 

William was especially i nterested in thia survey because there 
were rumors of an invasion fr om Denmark and Norway and he needed "Dane­
geld ' or tax money t o buy off th e inva ders , who never did appear . He 
also used the information t o settle land dispu t es as did succeeding 
kings . 

• 
--- ---
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, 
The Normans collectpd the In~ormetion in a surprisingly shor~ time , 

pr obably because the l ocal governments , with Anglo - Sexon efficiency , 
kept good rec ords . The high sheriff in each county s ent local officials 
to bring back tile i nformati or" collected under oath . . . 

The collected informetioL wes Bent at once to Winchester where an 
individual kr,own only as the Winches t er Scribe put it all t oge ther aft er 
which all the tener,ts - i n- chief came to Salisbury to swear allegiance t o 
Wil liam 81Jd take erJ oath that the infor lJ!fltion wa s true . Penalties f or 
perjury were high . 

The survey revealed a population of 1. 5 million people and a coun­
try that wee 15 ,~ woodland , 25ib pastur~ , and 35 ,~ ar able wi t h the r est 
beiIJg settlemel.ts or wastelands . Everything' wes wri tte!1 down fr om l i ve­
stock t o villagers , from occupations to nptlonal lties . 

Three aobreviated copiea of the Book wer e made in the 12th and 13th 
centur ies whet! it WBS frequently br ought into court as evidence , but it 
waa leat pr eaent ed in court i n 1663 . Since 1859 it ha s been kept in the 
Public Record Office (PRO) except for t he t wo World War a when it waa re ­
moved t o a place of safety . In t he PRO visitors can trace their families 
t o the 11th century . They car. alao obta i n the handbook , Tracing Your 
Ancestors , in ita third printing from the PRO . 

The PRO decided to divide the Domeaday Boo k into 5 pert s end re ­
biLd it t o ma ke it essier to hendle . While the Book was unbound , pho­
tographs of each page we r e taken which will be sold at 12 ,000 a set . 
Computers at the University of Califor nia at Santa Barbar a were used t o 
produ·ce a ·detailed index which will simplify use of the Book . A computer 
readable text waa produced at the University of Hull in England . De ­
tailed maps have been developed uaing the computer- based data . 

I n t his year of celebration the PRO held a contest t o see how many 
p·eople could trace their families back to t he Domesday Book . Two hun­
dred fifty people did so succeaafully--and aome went farther back than 
that . 

Meanwhile tne most amDi tious pr oject of all may be t hat of t he BBC 
who ar e making a contemporary Domesd2Y surv ey of the British Isles us ­
ing data from the national archive End informatio). collected by a million 
achool children . One wonders if 900 yeers from now , people will be 
celebrating t heir efforts -- and genealogists will a.till be tracing 
their famili ea . 

Infor mation use.d i n wri tlng this article WBS obtained from the July , 
1986 issue of t he Smithsoni an ~gazine and various news releases . 
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RESEARCH lIlSLPS 
In previous iSBue s , we h~ve mentioned the church collections that are 
kept at the Center for Western Studies at Augustana College in Sioux 
Palla , South Da kota . The archives of the Episcopal Diocese of South 
Dakota , the South Dakota District of t he Americen Lutheran Chur ch end 
t he South Dakota Conference of the Church of Chriat are all to be found 
at the Center . In additio~ to these archives , other collections thet 
may be of i ll terest t o genealogists at the Center incluOe t he f ollowing : 

Minneheha County Archivea from 1871 - 1978 
Sioux Falls Army Air Base Collaction 1942- 1945 
Sou t h Dakota Medical Associa t ion 1883- 1982 
O£iginal prisoner case f i les of South Dakota Sta t e Penitent iary 
Reuben Goertz Collection of Germans from Russia 
Rec ords of J ohn Morrell Company 191 1- 1976 
V. H. Masters Collection which co~tains postcard 'views of South 
Dakota towns in the early 1900 ' s . 

The Center i a located on the lower level of Mikkels on Library on the 
campus of Augustana College . A guide to t he collectiona , THE ARCHIVES 
AND MANUSCRI PTS COLLECTI ONS OP THE CENTER FOR WESTERN STUDIES , may be 
obt ained by writing to t he Archivist, Center for Western St udies , AUgus - · 
tans College , Box 727, Sioux Palls , SD 571 97 . 

The genealogical resources of the state library of 'Michigan is the focus 
of an article in the March/April 1986 issue of the National Genealogicel 
SOCiety newsletter. The Librrry of Mi chigan came into existence nine 
yeara before Michigan became a state . Many of its holdings are avail ­
able on it,ter - library loan as the Library t riea t o keep tw o copies of 
everything , one of which is for cir culatiol. . Its extensive holdings 
s r e dascribed in t he srticle . 

Thos e interes ted in German research should be sure to look over the 
br ochur e Flor amay Miller na s given the SOCiety . I t contains many sources 
to help irJ overseas searchi ng ir::clud ing addresses , form letters , books , 
periodicals and organizations . 

NEW MEMBER 

Olena Gooding -- 305 North Buchanan , Pierre , SD 57501 224- 5193 

------------------------------------------------------------------------
July , 1986 JS 
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Did you know that South Dakota had a militia and that the names , ages , 
and addre s ses of men Eligible to s erv~ ca n be found at your county 
court nouse'! 
Did you know that thresh1r.g machine~ were registered at your county 
court house'f 
Lid you know that spouses of aliens had to take an oath of allegiance 
to the United states snd in so dOing supplied information about their 
birth , mar riage , and personal appearance which can be fOUTJd at your 
county court house'! 

Did you know that burial expenses of South Dakota Civil War veterans 
of the Union Army could be pa id by the state and therefore , proof of 
ruil! tary service can be found at your county .court house': 

Did you know that applications for employment with the .PA or for ad­
mission to t he South Dekota State Sanatorium for Tuberculosis or for 
surgical and hospital care for crippled children , all containing family 
history , can be found pt your county court house~ 
These are a few of the records we nave f ound at the county l evel . We 
thought this to be a good enough r eason t o as s i st t he Pierre Hiator ica l 
Society in t heir i nventory of the Hughes County Courthouse . Work ses ­
sions have been s et up for both afternoon and evening: Presently , we 
are Borting records from the defunct office of the County Superinten­
dent of Schools . Teachers ' reports listing names and ages of students 
are being arranged by yeers . 
The ultimate goal of this inventory is to make the records available 
for resear ch . The County Commissioners hsve set aside an ar ea in the 
cou r thous e basement f or ~hat purpose . 
We are trying t o notify all members of th E times of the work sessions . 
If you 'A'ould like to help and are not sure of the work sessions , please 
call Har old Schuler , 224- 5207 . He haa been aetting up the sessions 
and will be happy to have your help . 

COMING 'UP 
Our September 16 meeting will be a work s ession ~ t the courthouse'trom 
7 :00 t o 9 :30 P.M. Use the back door and take the eleva t or or the 
stairs t o the basement . The Executive Boar d will meet beforehand at 
Rawlins Libr ary . 

Our October 21 meeting will be a surpriae , which is one way of say i ng 
we have not decided upon a topic. Be .. atching t he Capital J ournal f or 
a meeting notice and a clue to our program . 

Are you enjoying the genealogy column in the Capita l Jou"ll.l' Marlynrae 
Mathews is the author . Let her hear fr~m you! SUffp.stlons ar e welcome , 
"t oo , fQ~ tpp~p s you would like to read about . ... . . 
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BOOK CORNER .. 
A HISTORY OF SOUTH DAKOTA CEN~~Y FARMS is the latest offering 

from the Taylor Publishing Company of Dallas , Texas , a · firm wellknown 
for their work .. ith county histor ies . ·The book follo .. s the usual f or ­
mat of the county histories opening with an overview of South Dakota 
farming followed by individual Century Farm histories . 

The Century Farm Recognition Program wa s started by the South 
Dakota Farm Bureau to honor farm familiee during the Bicentennial year . 
The program was so well received that it hes been continued , now in­
volving the State Department of Agriculture and heving the farms re ­
cognized annually at t he State Fair . To be recognized as a Century 
Farm . the farm must have r emained in the same family for 100 years . 

The overview of South Dakota farm history was written by Joanita 
Kant , Director of the ,Kampeska Her! tage Museum in Watertown . Since 
Kant 1s in the Watertown s'r ea f many of t he pictur es used to illustrate 
the text and the majority of the quotes are trom the northeastern par t 
of the state , an area frequently overlooked in general accounts of 
South Dakota life . Kant does not neglect other areas of the state and 
haa used reference materials t ha t apply to all aB~ecta of farm life . 
Basic Home stead lawB have been clarified . Descriptions of farm life 
before World War I and during the depression years of the 1930 ' s ar e 
especially vivid . 

The i ndividual farm histories are arranged alphabetically . ~ome 
are labeled ' with the name of the original landowner , Borne with the 
present owner and some , thoughtfully , with a combination of the names . 
There is no i ndex t o help solve t his pr oblem . The Century Farms are 
liated in the back of the book 'by county and pr esent owners names which 
c ontributes to the research problem since Borne of the farms were trans ­
ferred fr om one generation to another on the maternal side which means 
a change in Burnames . 

Inf ormation in the farm accounts variea depending upon the contri­
butor . A few neglected t o mention the county i n which the farm is lo­
cated but usually gave the legal land description . Others crammed four 
generations of family history into the limi t ed space allotted them . 

One photograph 1s allowed each contributor unless more space had 
been purchased . The photographs also vary , some being of the original 
~arm or its first qwner or the present - day farm or owner . 

Genealogists will find the book a useful source both for the family 
histories and the general history of t he settlement of various groups 
of people as South Dakota farmers . Readers unacquainted with far m life 
will find themsel ves admiring the sturdiness and courage of those who 
stayed -to cope with the uncertainties of the wea ther , the loneliness , 
and the hard work t ha t went into making a living on a f ar m in South 
Dakota . ' 

A HISTORY OF SOUTH DAKOTA CENTURY FARFIS is available at Rawlins 
Library in the Soutb Dakota Collection , call number 630 . 1 S08 . 

JF 
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SHAKING THE BRANCHES 
wi t h Floramay Mlhr 

I n Seercb of th e Orphan 

.My husband's fa mily was very short , genealogi ca l ly speaking . His 
grst.ldfather , Frank Benjamin Miller , waB an or phan who his par ents were 
or what had heppe~ed t o his brothers and ' sis ters . As a young person , 
he had wor ked or. farms and in lumber camps before c oming t o Giard , 
I owa , marry ing and s ettling down . To our knowledfe the orphanage had 
burned down , destroying t he recor ds . 

When I came into the family I was determined to find t his individ ­
ual a s a child , bor n in 1874 . I was sure that he must be listed on a 
census record s ome place in Wisc onsin . There would be 8 child of his 
r.eme and age who undoubtedly would connec t me t o his f amily . I looked 
t hr ough Federal 2nd 't/l scons i n stE'te census r ecords for the three t o 
f our counties he wa s known to be connected with and found nothing . I 
alway s seemed to come up empty - banded . 

The big deadend was the lack of orphana@e r ecor ds . Gn a very long 
shot , I decided t o wri te t o the Wiscons in Department of Soc ial Services 
asking if t hey might possibly have dupl i ca tes of t he r ecords of an 
orphanage i n LaCross e which had burned . I received a very ni ce l etter 
i n return tellir.g me that at the time in question all the orphanages 
in the s tate wer e r un by the Catholic Church and the wri t er had , very 
graciously , already f orwarded my r equest t o Cathlic Charities i n Le ­
Crosse . 

Shortly thereafter I r eceived a letter from Cathlic Charities in 
LeCrosse infor milJg me t hat St . Michael ' s Orphanage had never burned 
a nd that they did indeed still have the r ecords which c onsisted of 
brief f acts listed on i ndex cards . They enclosed a c opy of the infor­
mation , not only on Prank Benjami n' S card , but also on the cards of 
his six brot hers and sisters . I ncluded were the name s of the par ents! 
EUREKA ! . 

My nex t interest was to find the present descendants of s omE of 
theae brothers snd sisters . The oldest girl had joined St . Rose Con­
vent in LaCrosse so she wouldn ' t have any descendants , but after sev ­
eral weeks , it hit me that c onvents would have r ecords and they might 
have name s of her living relatives while she was there . It turned ou t 
t o be much bet ter than that . 

I received a kind letter fr om a sister who had peraonally known 
Sister Adeline Muell er . (Gr andfather had changed t he s pell ing of his 
last name . ) Enclosed were not only the neme s of her living ni eces and 
nephews but copies of two short oral hist ories which Sister Adel i ne 
had given about her femily upon' entering the convent and again at a 
later time . What a trea sure : 
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The picture th e se histories presented of the SEver e sufferings and 
hardships faced by these chila·ren ex.plained why it had been so diffi ­
cult to trece this f,mily . Grandfather , bimself , bad given incomplete 
and mis lead in!, information . He would s eldom talk of his ear ly life be­
cause of the peitlful memorie s , pnd he obv i ously didn ' t ,,",pnt the past 
brought into his adult life . I r or.ically , while he wps hospitalized in 
LaCrosse not long befor e his desth in 1547 and t hinking of his brothers 
and sisters , he was unaware that his sister , Adeline , was directly a­
cross the stree t at St . Rose Convent . ~ven more frustrating for me 
was the fact thst Sister Adeline did not die until 1972, aeveral years 
after I had started trying t o find the family . All of his life Frank 
BenjamiI_ had lived wi thin 60 miles of moat of his brot hers and sisters . 

In 1978 three of his children ".ade a trip to La Crosse t o meet the ir 
cousins f or t he first time . There "as the surprise ~nd fulfillmen t of 
fir.ding com~or. talents and interesta in t he two branches of the family 
who had had no contact for 91 years . There was the story of how one 
of the sisters had spent her lifetime looking for her l ost brother who 
had been sent fr OT" the orphanage t o a term from which he had run off 
ar.d disappeared . Ther e was a aha ring of f?mily pictures Elnd events 
and the locating of f amily graves . Family research was extend ed bsck 
another generetiol'_ w1 th the learnir:~' of the names of the mother I s par­
enta and the location of their homes in Europe as well es the names of 
the mother's sisters who hed also come to the United States . 

A myst er y was solved , a grandfether a l i ttle better understood , 
and a f emily given deeper roots . 

F.M. 

U(..ne hundred - - perhaps only fifty --years from now , will your ances ­
t ors be able to find your final r esting place intact·, n is the question 
asked on a brochure printed by tho l owe- Nebraska Ceme tery Protection 
Ass oc iation . This Omaha - based group , f ormed in 198" i. interested in 
saving the old cemeteries of ~ebra8kp 2nd western I owa . 

lI("r will time have erased your name~ll . continues the brochure . "To­
day there are count~e s8 cemeteries and f am ily - burial plot s whose stones 
cry for attent i on , plead that s omeone cer e - - in a seemingly uncaring , 
throw- away wor ld . " According t o members , farmer s are often guilty of 

-destroying the abandoned cemeteries as they grow tired of plowing a ­
round the small plots . Members suggest that the farmer s r ecord all 
the i nformati on available about the cemetery before plowing it under . 

Although members can't e stimpt~ how many old cemeteriea bave been 
destroyed , they hope to find out how meny abandoned c ~meterlea remain 
ar.d to compile a cemetery census . 
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'J.'P..E LIFE AHD LETTERS OF GEORGE W.lmmG AlI!. HI !: P}JiILY 

Ey Starlene ::itche.ll , 

In 1C82 my treat grandfather George }lArding continued , to live a~d labor 'aione 

on his mine in Colorado . It was a .olitary existence. Ris vife neborah Jane and 

children--Richard . 14 . and ~~. 11--had been living in New York City since the child­

ren were very amall. There is no clue to suggest that George had seen t hem in all , , , 
that time although t here was an active e~change of letter s between them and with the 

Harding relative. in Ohio, particularly George's sister lfa ry.Ann who 'always seemed to 
. . 

, . Deborah had ~ hard time managing on be t he clearing hous'e for al~ the family news. 

very little money. blaming George for beine a poor provider and doing much fussing 

about that and health problems in her correspondence. In all 'fairness we must recog­

nize that it was not easy for her. She never failed to express great concern and af­

fection for toe various Harding families and t heir members in Ohio and Iowa . 

George had written to Deborah ~n August of 1882 .aking what it would coat to 

bring her and the children to Colorado. She replied that ahe was not about to make 

any plans until t he money was in her ha~ds and obviousiy her d~ubt was' j ustified for 

we find her still in Brooklyn on Septemb~r 9 , 1eC3 when , Debby penned a chatty letter 
.; " ' 

to Mary Ann--

!lEmma haa been staylng at her Aun'ts all 'vacation. returned home to go to 
school on Monday. She go t promoted. I had to pay 67 cents for books for 
her. Richard is in his place yet. gets $2 .25 a week , got a weeks vacation 
and hia pay.. . • •• I am trying to get him a better place that 1s where 
he will get more pay I could get him a place t o learn the jewelry busi­
ness but I am afraid of his 'head the Doctor said if I could get him out 
door exercise it would be beat for him. I have been troubled the last two 
mont hs with neuralgia in my hea~.. . :: 

And again, on February 12. 1884· - her laat letter to Mary Ann--

" ••••• • I wae sorry to learn by your letter your 
hope ere this reaches you will feel much better • • • 

not feeling well but 
" 

Mary Ann died a little over a month later, on I-larch 29. 1884 . 

With hi. last dear siater gone , George now writes in a reflective mood to his 

friend and brother-in-law. 'Chester (}iary Ann' 8 husband). 

(transcript) Feb 23th 85 
Lawson Clearereek Co. Col. 

"Dear' Brother & Famil y: 

1 thought I must write yoJ a few lines as I sat here alone. I often think 
of you and would 11ke to come to aee you but times is so hard I cannot but 
I hope 80mething may turn up that I may. 

It must be very lonesQlne 'for you now. It seems 80 to 
sistera are gone but ~t i. no use ~o mourn for thea. 

me since my poor 
We wiU' 'have to 
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"fo11ou them soon I upect . . 1 think their trouble i. at an end. I C!O 
not think ~hey have anything to a~. ~r tor. 

The ai1ver question makes things look downward here. Fo1ka do not know 
what to do for the beat. There ia not 'much work doint for daya and pay 
moat done by leasing. I have not been doing much in the way of =!nina 
for the last year. 

I wish you could see .ome gold apecimens I have now. I have 1 about the 
aize of the palm of your hand . one side about 1 half ·inch thick, looK. 
moat all gold. I wa. thinking of sending' them to my wife but I will Bend 
the money. I burned them. and made the gold ahow like that in rock.. It 
is taliried are. I could not see ' gold till I burned them. 

I have run out of news that would interest you so I must f1ll thia with 
odds and ends. One company on thia hill are sinking their shaft 2 hundred 
ft. deeper to open more ground. That will make it 6' hundred ft. deep. 
One shaft near here is 14 or 15 hundred. that is th~ deepest one in this 
part. Several one thousand ft. deep aince I firat came to this country. 
a. I am one of the pioneers. 

I have been on the front of settling the great veat from Cleveland to this 
place and hardly been sick. I have never employed a doctor since I left 
Cleveland for myself. I ha~e. l.yed ou~ lota . of nights . tired and weary 
without a blanket . When I ~ot too cold . get up and go again . I cant 
stand it quite 80 vell now but pretty good ye~ . but I am failing. My 
hair. 1111 near white. 

It would do you good to look at my house and Bee the tools and pots and 
pans hanging allover . 5 or .ix frying pans, drills, hammers. picke. 
powder caps and most everything you could think of. , 
My clock. aays 10. I ~st retire. So goodnight. hoping you all vell . 
with be.t love I vil1 conclude. 

Geo. Harding" 

Let us temporarily leave George and Oeborah to work things out . and briefly di­

vert thia atory to the folka in s.outhea.tern Nebraska where the ·fertile rolling 

prairie land abruptly ria .. into wooded . !U asouri River bluffe at now historic 

Brownville. Some four or five miles northveat at t he village of London (opt~.ti­

cally named by early En~l~sh Bettlers in honor of the aetropoli. of their native 

country) , George'. older brother John Harding waB busy putting hia root8 as deep into 

the ground aa tho.e of ~i. apple orchard. He had been appointed Po.tG&.~er in 1871 

and still held the office. Hi. wife Jeanette va. active in church, literary and 

.chool affaira. Ja.on. George's 80n by a first marriage. had' eatabli.hed hi. ha.e 

and family a few m11e. ·aviy . at a community called Sheridan which later became Auburn, 

the county aeat of Nemaha County where my mother and I were born. An early newapaper 

of the area was The Nebraska Republican which faithfully reported all the London 

happenings. for exemple-

October 22. 1884 
Hrs. R. C. Barroy of Tecumseh. with son and granddaughter. made a ahort vi.it 
to London and took. vith them a load of apples from the orchard of JOHN HARDING. 
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October 22 . 1684 
JOHN ~ING has a valuable 
i. feared no mean. can eave 
atoek to eat. 

November S. 1884 
J ORN HARCING is lick. 

Nove~ber 12, 1084 

, 
cow that haa ~ ,.pple 10d&ed iwher 
her ,from dying;. Be eareful how you 

throat , and it 
give apples to 

!-1RS. HARPJ.ET HODCKINSON ilt ,pending a few day. with her daushter. W£.S. JASON 
IIAJUlnlG. 

April 22. 1885 . 
MRS. HARDINGta ,~~. on tramps w .. very good but I would hate to go where ahe 
found the Icripture to aenteoce- th'e tellow tbat starved the tramp. 

July 1. 188S 
JOHN HARDING, of London . loat a fine mare a few days _go. 

July 29 . 188S 
OSCAR r.BtPEr..N and hlt. HARDING haulea a fille load of apples to Auburn Tueeday, 
for which they received 7S centa per bushel. 

Auguat 12 , 1885 
MR. JOHN HARDING tbreshed 113 bushels of rye last Honday . a good place to find 
seed rye. 

March 20 , 1886 
HR. BARDING h.a bOU8h~ him a •• w that runa by horae power . ao llO .are wood 
chopping; at hil houle. 

And what of George Harding's younger brother Henry in ClintOll, Iowa all thia 

time? Henry. you may remember , was a building contractor by prof •• ai,on and he bad 

prospered to s.y the leaat. He had built an elegant 2-story brick home and carriage 

house at 1006 Second Street for his vite Sarah and their five children. 8e, al80 

,owned a farm close to town and wae the proprietor of four brick 8tores three .tories 

biah. wa. interested in a number of city lata, was a stockholder in the City Nat ional 

Bank aud of the water \IO,rks , and wa. involved in tl},e manufacture of creamery supplies. 

III Colorado Georae had fina1ly acr.ped up enough money to finance Deborah Bardina t
• 

lons awaited trip from Nev York with the children . Richard and EaDa (both teen-agera 

now) to join him in the nan II1ning town of Lawson. They arrived in 1aas. It muat 

have been quite an adjuataent straight from the streets of Brooklyn. Dick. age 17. . . 
went right to work mininl .. tal are with hl. father. Prior to their comina, George 

epent most of hil time in a cabin with dirt floor and roof near the mille Oll Red Ele­

phant Mountain. At first Deborah an~ Emma atayed in a home with friend. until a house 

could be arranged for in town. In our only photograph ahe appears to be a thin, frail 

looking wolUn with beautiful .yea who had always been said. to nave "weak lungs" bue. 

her health improved in the clean high air. She even k~pt boardera for awhile. 

h , George Harding wrote so phllo,ophically in one of hil letters. ti lt doea 
not take long for a generation to ~al away . U In our Noveaber newletter 
thia factual story of 1lY Harding anceatora will be cOt\cluded with a few 
.are diacloaur.. into the fulln.as of theLr year. and some interesting 
related event •• 
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PUBLICATIO~S OF GENEALOGICAL INTERbST 

Those who trsce their ancestry to Czechoslovaki a gill be interested in 
C~CH I~IGRATION PASSE~GBR LI STS , V. II by Leo Baca . Seven thousand 
Czech and Slovak imT.igrants who arrived in New Orleans from 1&79 t o 
1899 and in Galvestoll from 1896 t o 1906 are identified . Home v111ages 
in Czechoslovakia and destinetions in the United States sre listed . 
Dats on immigrant ships snd instructions on genealogical research by 
mail t hrough the Czech Embassy in Washington , D.C. are also i ncluded . 
vrder trom : 

Cost is $16 . 95 

Leo Baca 
1707 WOOd creek 
Rich-ardsan , TX 75081 ' 

A well- reviewed family record is that of JAMES AND r~Y VEATCH ~LLIS , 
THEIR SONS AND OTHER DESCENDANTS by Ann- Jannette Emerson . The book 
traces the family fr om the 1700 ' s t o 1985 and takes them through Mary ­
land , Pennsylvania , West Virginia , and Ohio . The book can be ordered 
from: ' 

Cost ia $35.00 

Mrs . R. C. Emerson 
540 Latimer Road 
Santa Monica , CA 90402 

THE LEGACY OF ADAM ' FISHER ( ' ~757) has been com»iled by James S. 
Fisher . This Adsm Fisher arrived i n this oountry ca 1741 - 42 with hia 
wife and 0118 Bon , Abraham , and settled in PentJ sylvania . Other s ons , 
Jacob , Daniel , and Ad am Jr. were born there. The book records 1,299 
descendants of Abraham , 2 ,036 of Jacob ; 817 of Daniel , and 2 ,01 8 of 
Adam , Jr . The ' f ntroduction pr es enta three Fisher families in Europe 
i n 189,1 and clarifIes t he lineage,s of their descendants . Ord er from: 

Piscator Publications 
208 N. 'Madis on " 

, , Jackson , MS 3920~ 
Coat is $50 .00 " 

~CASTER COUNTY CONNECTI QNS is being promoted as a must f or anyone 
who has r oots in Lancaster County , Pennsyl va nis '. ' Information on the 
many ethnic backgrounds of that area is included . ,Ma terial has been 
extracted from original uocuments and hsrd -to-~et publications . ~rder : 

Gar y T. Hswba ker 
P.O. Box 207 

.. 'Hershey , PA 17033 , 
Cost f or a year ' s subscription f or a quarterly magazine' 1s $17 . 50 

The C~~DEL SCRIBE in its 23rd year of publ ication offers fr ee queries 
to subscribers . :f\lblished bi - monthl,y , it carries how- t o articles , book 
r eviews, and at least 400 que~ie8 in each i s sue . Order trom : 

, 'Car- Del Publicstions 
, ", P. O. Box 73 

, - IAld low, MA 01056 
Cost for one year ' s subscription' is $8.50 

" 
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FRO'" Tlili NEWSLETTER EXCHANGl: 

The newsletter of the hatlonal Genealogical SOCiety 1s running e series 
describing the holdings of the branch libraries of the National Ar­
chives . Beginning with their May - June issue , they are listing special 
holdings as well Ba materials held in common . Activities , addr esses , 
directions , and working hours are included for each library . 

Tri- Stote Genealogical Society of Belle Fourche , South Dakota reports 
t hat the genealogical s ection of the Belle Fourche Public ~ibrary has 
been moved to a larger area to hold their ever- increasing collection . 
Requests f or a sear ch of the materials , listed in their newsletter , 
THE WY/',ONDAK l/iESSENGER, can be sent to the Public Library , 905 Fifth 
Avenue , Belle Fourche, SD 57717 . Please enclose a SASE with your re ­
quest. 

The South Dakota Genealogical Society has undertaken a Centennial pro­
ject extracting vital records from pre- 1906 newspapers . Extracted 
information will be s ent to Pat Kennis on , 608 Wayside Drive , Rapid City , 
SD 57702 , who will alphabetize the names . Final repos itory of the 
information will be determined at their October meeting in Aberdeen . 

NOTI C]; 

Remodeling has been completed at the LDS Church so micrOfilm can again 
be ordered from the genealogical library at Salt Lake City . Reading 
hours are Wednesday even ing and Saturday morning from 10 to 12 . Micro­
film cost is ~3 . 00 a r oll with a six month rental per iod . For more 
information or t o order, call Laura Glum after 5:00 P.M. at 224- 2670 . 

NEW ME~JlER 
Maggie Dafoe --700 E. Dakota , #201 , Pierre , SD 57501 

ME~ffi~SHIP RENEWAL 
Geri Spargur--109 S. Adams , Pierre , SD 57501 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Ruby Gray --1031 West Cspito1 , Pierre , SD 57501 

See you at the c ourthouse: September, 1986 JSM 
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With the early arrival of winter , we are reminded that 1986 is fast 
drawing to a close . This is our Ipst news~ ~tter f or the yeer and the 
last installment of the story of George Baraing ' s life t hat we have 
followed with great interest . Soon all of us will be putting aside our 
genealogical efforts for a few weeks as we become caught up in the bUB ­
tI e of Christmas preparations . 

Before you tuck everything genealogical away , l ook aver your recor ds . 
If you need supplies , call J oanne Fix at 224- 261 2 . She may have what 
you need on han If not , s he will make up an order BO that you ca n re -
ceive it before Christmas. 

COMING UP 

Our next and last meeting for this year will be November 18 at 
Rawlins Library . We ' ll be wo~klng on Riverside Cemetery records . 
Stan Oestreich has entered the records into nie c ompu ter . We ' ll be 
checking the entries aga inst the original 'da ta so we will need sharp­
eyed proof r eaders. Thi s will be an opportunity for t hose who feel a 
twinge of guilt because they don't like trudging through cemeteries 
(and therefore haven ' t) or those who don't f eel physically up to the 
strel,UOuB work of cemetery readl1.g to contribute to the cemetery pro ­
jects . The more workers we have et this m~eting , the Booner we will 
i.flve this pbase o:f the project completed . 

Supplies will be available for purchase at this meeting . 

CEDAR HILL CEMETERY 

Work on Cedsr Hill Cemetery at Ft . Pierre has been completed . With 
the rec~nt disc overy of the 0~igina1 receipt books for the sale of the 
l'ots , '.orker,s were able to identify many of t he early burials . A1 thougb 
not all of the graves ha ve been identified , the 1stest cemetery list is 
much more accurate t ha any that preceded it .~ 

The Society and the Stanley County Regis t er of Deeds welcome any 
additions and/or corrections to the list of nomes they have compiled . 
Anyone with additional information is urged, to contact Kathy Klemann , 
Register of Deeds , at Ft . Pierre pr Laura Glum at the South Dakota 
Archives in Pierre or Joanne Fix in Pierre . 
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B00K CORNER 
THE HORNES, AN A~RICAN FAMILY is t he title of a recently published 

book by Gail Lumet Buckley, t he daughter of Lena Horne . Lena Horne is 
a star but in the Horne family s he is only one of many stars . ~he 
Hornes ~ere 'special .' They belonged to a black bourgeoisie of the nine ­
te enth century ill whic h they stood ou t BS achievers . No t only were they 
achievers but they were good - loo king , intellectual , and politically mo­
tivated . Unfortunate ly , they were black . In another time one of them 
mi~ht have risen t o the r.ation ' s t op office but in post - Civil War America 
they only reached the t op of their' class. ' 

Their founding mother bought freedom for her family by selling gin­
ger cakes and persimmon beer Oll a stree t corner in Georgia aft er seeing 
one of her children sold away t o l.1asisaipl,i and another sent t o colo­
nize Liberia. Once fr ee , t he family moved t o Chicago except for the 
oldeat daughter wh o r emained a slave in Georgia until after the Civil 
War . It ia this branch of the family from which the author descends and 
which abe has traced using genealogical s ources . 

To asaist her in her search , Buckley had her grandfather ' s trunk full 
of memorabilia . The Hornes were savera. The accumUlation showed clearly 
the life style of a comfortably well - off , well educated family of the 
late ni ne teenth century . They flourished during a brief period follow­
ing the Civil War before Jim Crow legislation wes inflicted upon them . 
Their lives r evolved around their churches and Bocial clubs as did t hose 
of their white counterparts . ~y 1896 it was clear that the violence and 
restrictions on their life in 'the Sou th wer e continuing t o increase so 
the Hornes moved to N. w York City . 

Lena was born in a pleasant residential area of Brooklyn and spent 
much of her youth in the care of her feminist grandmother who expected 
proper social behavior from . Lena . It was her mother who pushed her into 
show business . The Hornes were much more interested in the NAACP , wo ­
men ' s suffrage , and aocial wrongs t han entertainment . Lena ' s career 
suffered from the racist attitudes of the American public who thought it 
was all righ t for her to perform in Harlem or with black bands but not 
with white people . 

Buckley has woven the many colors of her ancestry into her book . She 
writes of ner ~'hite and Indian forebears and reminds the read er of a 
world in which light-colo~ed indiv iduals sometimes chose t o 'paas .' 
She also names many of darker skin who contributed t o the Unit ed States . 

In the same straightforward manner , she writes of hereelf , 
bled years and her final peece at having found herself . How? 
j ug once again the gellealogicel adage , "You never know who you 
you know fr om where you came . i, 

her trou­
By prov­
are until 

l;{"!l HORNES, AN AMERICAN FAMILY is svailable at t he South Dakota State 
Library , call number F129 

.B7 
B83 

JF 
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FIRST FLEETERS 

As Australia approacnes her Bicentennial in 1988 , interes t has begun 
to stir in tracing families of th~ First Fleet~r. . The eleven .h~ps of 
the First Fleet lal,ded iI, Sydney Cove J anuary 26 , 1788 a·f.t er an. eight 
months sea voyage from En~lend . There were 1 , 000 people on board th e 
ships , 750 of whom were convicted criminals who had bee~ sentenced to be 
transported t o Australia for seven or fo~rteen years or "for 11fe . The 
rest of the passelJgers were t he Beilors , guards t and officials of th e! 
new col OIlY • . • 

The criminals had been B.entenced for small crimes and were pickpockets 
petty thieves , highwaymen , tnd pr ostitutes . Those convicted of more 
serious crimes were hantea o Seven years waa a common sent ence during th e 
years of uphesval caused by the ltJdustrial Revolution . In attempting to 
cut down on crime , more severe punishments were given cauBing a surplus 
of criminals ln England . 

Bef ore the American Revolution , England bad Bent s ome of the Burplue 
to the Colol.1es . No 101,ger able t o do that after the Oolonies won their 
freedom , England started t o use :'hulks , I: th e derelict ships anch or&d on 
her coast , to handle the prisOl. overflow , but the hulks filled up . l::ng­
land was forced to look for ano ther solution to the prison housing prob­
leCl . 

Transporting the criminals t o Australi? seemed e good solution . It 
woule increase England's power in the Pecific , giving them a trade base . 
It seemed good t o t he convicts , too . There they would have an outdoor 
life and Bome freedo~ as they were not usually locked up . Convicts were 
given grants of land after their terms w~re up , somethinf they never 
would have received in ~ngland . The guards end marines received land as 
many of them liked it s o well t hat they , t oo , stayed on . A few of the 
crimirlsls c on tinued their criminal life bu t most became the cit izens who 
bu1l t Austr alia . Unlike England , the class s ystem never developed in 
Australia . , 

Up until ten or twe nty yea~p a~o , convict ancestors were never men­
tioned in Australia but today having .a convict ancestor has become fash ­
ionable . The Fellowship of First Fleeters has about 3500 members who 
trace the!.r ancestry to 0 ly 130 of t he people who came in the First 
Fleet . Esti"mates are that 250 , 000 to 500 , 000 Australians would qualify 
for membership if they searched their ancestry • . That ' s just the begin­
ning. A t otal of 164, 000 cor,victa were transpor ted . Think how many 
Australians could find a convict in their ances t ry if they just started 
looking, 

InformatiofJ used above was taker trom an arti cle about Australia by 
Catherine Wats on , Travel ~itor of the Minneapolis Star and Tribune , 
January 19 . 1986 • 
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RECENT GE~~LOGICAL PUBLICATIONS 

SBAKI~G YOUR FAMI LY TREB , A Basic Guide to Tracin@ Your Fa~ily ' s Genea ­
logy by Dr . Ralph Crandall is bOW in its s.cor,d printing . 'Cr"ndell , 
Director of the New J>ngland Historic G.nealogi cal Soci" ty , has written 
a practical guide to finding one ' s family here and overseas . Order from : 
Cos t : ¥15 . 95 Yankee Books 

Tr ade Sales Division 
Depot Square 
Peterborough , NH 03458 

THEIR OW~ SAGA, Letters f r om the Norwegian Global Migration contains . 
letters from emigr art. Norwegia l.s in every part of the world . North and 
South Dakota are strongly represented . Order from: 
Cost : ~17 . 95 Minnes ota Press 

P.O. Box. 13063 
Minneapol i s , MN 55414 

COLO~Y OF NORTH CAROLI NA , 1765- 1775, Abstracts of Lend Patents is now 
available trom Mar garet Hofmann . ~ofmann has published a number of books 
cor.t a1l.ing abstracts of deeds and wills from North Cerolin. . All are 
index ed by Burname and place name . For "more information , ~ontect : 

Margaret Hofma nn 
. Box 446 

Roal,oke Rapids , NC 27870 

SUMMER SOLDIERS: A Survey and I ndex of Revolutionary War Courts - Martial 
holds the names of mor e .than 3 ,000 iLdividuals wh o appeared before the 
military tribunals . Genealogical informati on is given for each individ­
ual. Available from the same publisher is THE WUERTTEMBERG EMIGRATION 
INDEX. This first volume contains t he names of 11 , 900 persons who ap­
plied t o leave Germany from the late eigpteenth cent~ry to 1900 . Over 
60 ,000 people in all left in that time period and i t is assumed that 
more volumes .will f o llow . Both books can be ordered fr om : 
Cost : Ancestry I ncorporated 

Summer Soldiers--~16 . 95 P.O. Box ·476 
Th e Wuerttemberg Emigration Salt Leke City , UT 84110 
Index--S15 . S5 

Copies of the original handwritten records of th e 1850 census are now 
~ "a l1able irl book fo~m . These microfilm books are complete copies of 
t he records , not transcr i ptions . Counties from 16 states are listed . 
l:'<)r more il.formation , contact : 

Heritage House 
P.O. Box. 8173 
Wichita , KS 67208 

.l U ~J:.STORS WE HAVE FOUND is the title of the l<orth San Diego County Gen­
co·Logical Society t s surname index.. Over 3400 surnames are included. 
('ro or from : 
0nR t : ~19 . '5 + ,2 . 00 handling North SanDiego Co . 

P.O. Box 581 
Carlsbad , CA 92008 

Gen . Society Inc . 
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THE LIlB A:.:D LETrEi .... S CF GEORGE HARDIt!G ANt HIS FA' !.ILY 

:Ry Starlene :··itehell 

In revi~ling t he life of my gr eat ~randfather f or t~e bulletin of t his Soeiety 
during t he palt year, we find Geor ge at t he age of 57 in the lmall mining town of 
Lawlon . State. of Colorado . \there he h.s spent mos t of hh adult life. ~.l1fe nebor ah 
and teenage ehildren . P~ch.rd and Emma . finally j oine~ h~ during the past year from 
Brooklyn . New Yor k where they ha~ lived with her r e ative. since the children were 
.mall . 

Geor ge eontinued , as always ) to kee~ in touet by eorrespondence with hi. 
brother-in-law baek in Ohio ~ husband of deceased sister \~ry Ann. In the following 
letter he also mentions hi. brother Henry Harding who is a succe.sful businessman! 
farmer in Clinton , Iowa : hi~ brother John who is a pillar of the farming community 
in Lowdon, l'!emaha County . l!ebraBka; his niece Emily in Ohio (daughter of his dsfer 
nary Ann) i hie brother-in-law Albert BAUTli~ who wa. the husband of his shter 
aaria; George '. 80n ' Jason by his first w1fe ~ and John , a PEATHE2!:EAD r elative by 
marriage. 

!'ilr . Cheater Hurlbut 
Parma, Cuyahoga Co. 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Prather & Family: 

July 17th 66 
Lauson . Clearcreek Co. 
Colorado 

It il aooe ti~ since I wrote. I am very sl~ about getting at it. I have 
nothing worth vriting. :e are well except Debby. She i. troubled with a 
eough but Ihe ia much better hear t han she was 1n the e.st. I am not mining 
this summer. Pichard and me are cutting "'ood this summer. The timber is 
fine. He ge t $1 . 50 per cord . 1o'e are getting along pretty well s have our 
own hous. . Richar d is as tall as I am . E~ 1s 5 ft. 2 inches but not very 
large of her age. She is IS years ol d. The weather is pretty dry. 

I hear the crops in the valley are looking well . I have not been to the 
val ley for about 6 years. Denver City. has grown very fast since I was there . 
I would not know the place. I think ther e is 13 railroads into Denver. 
Some of the mine. are doing wel l here. Some men , 4 in one party of leales . 
has made $960 clear each in one month and next month about $1500 apiece . 
that 1a on t his hill. I have not got my min •• in shap. for work. I expect 
to do some work t here this winter. ' It take. lots of work to develop mines. 

I can' t t hink of much as I have not b~en away . Richard cut ,his foot on the 
b1g toe joint and was layed up 6 weeks. qe has been working about 3 weeks 
since. Today he cut t he same joint but not bad enough to lay him up. Emma 
1s trying to raise chickens but she has bad luck . They die or don't hatch. 
Tbe weather i. pret~y warm for this p~ace. It 1. never so hot or 80 cold 
up here in t he mounta1ns a8 it i. i n t he valley or Ohio. The climate is nice 
and the water 80 niee and cold. Beautiful springs • . I suppose you ' find it 
lonely since mother i. gone . How is Emily and family? I do not hear f rom 
Albert'a folks since Maria's death. I wrote t hem but no answer. 

I received a l etter from Brot her Henry. They were 'all well. His barn was 
taken away by wind and he' 1.a building another. He ha. 25 aero of gra·.s to 
cut this year. John don't write any more but I muat writ e to him. I re­
ceived some newspaperl from Jas'on but' no letter for about a year. John 
Weatherhead I think has '9 girl .. . 2 oarried • 

• 
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"I do -pot't tPink of any thing more. Tha ' folks are aaleep and I nust go too. 
So good ttigh't .. ' . 

Doping yo~ all ~ell . , The fourth vaa 
place . the raUroad' ,was half tare. 

kept for 3 day •• 
~:rit. 80,on. 

He did not . go any 

Prom Ceo. Harding:: 

The courl. of event. wrought many changes in the lives of our family members 

during the next 'ive year.. Br other ~enry and brother Jo~~ both passed away in 1889 

and 1890 respectively. Georg~'s Ion Ja.on in Auburn. Nebr .ska . found plenty of work 
• 

as a car~eDter on the :Iethodist paraonage and the new bank. !Ie and bis wife Becky 

(HODGKINSON) had three girll-- Rarriet Elizabeth. !~rtha Ellen. and Lucy Alice. (Later 

there would ' be two mor e chlldren--my mother i.ut h I r ene. and another Georg'e.) N~eces 

and nephews in Ohio marr ied, multiplied , and spread . some to southeastern Nebraska. 

The Nemaha County Herald r eported many current event a in the rural London communi t y; 

February 24. 18S& 
Some of the friends of !:RS. J EAP.ETIE W.r.t ING gave her a surpr1,se on the 20th, 
her birthday. She was the recipient of aome handaome presents. ' An elegant· ~ 
supper was prepared for the occasion. She appreciate. the honor arid hopes 
these friends cay come again at the close of another half century. or per haps 
it might be better to come sooner. 

l!arch 2, 1888 
~1RS . JASON HARDINQ and f am11y of Auburn , spent a week here with her parents 
and other f riends . ' . 

April 6, 1888 
GEORGE HO~~~SON ba. been quite sick with lung ' trouble. ~EVI YOUNG will 
work a portion of JOHN HARDING' . farm this season. 

l-!ay 10, IS89 
HENRY HARDING of low •• who has been an invalid for about two years, on his way 
to the mountains for hil health . is .pending a few d,ys with his brother. 
JOHN HARDING, of London. 

September 17. IS89 
J OHN RArJDI NG has received the .ad intelligenc~ of the death of his brother. 
I';. will be retllembered by some that l·m. HARDING. a. an inval i d. pa.sed thr ough 
Nebraska. stopping at Auburn and London on his way to Denver i~ search of 
~~3lth, but did not find it - and h, i. gone. rffiS. HARDING would acknowledge 
·; ith thanks t he recei pt of that lovely bouquet of flowers f r om ~he garden 
L ~ 1.fR.S. HODGKINSON. . , 

Then on ~~y 4. 1891 in Colorado . Deborah Harding's chronic lung t r ouble took 

.. ?~_l !Le at 1.lt. Daughter Emma Jane took over George'. household and Ion Richard 

': .)':.1. i .nued to work. with his father in the mines along with a young Nn named John 

.:"S·,,::MU) from Minnesot. who :·later became Emma'. husband. 

Some early snapshota were taken. now yellowed, cr acked . and faded. In t hem we 

,:: .. , 'ul'.rren hUll stripped of timber. and the hurly-burly Clear Creek rushing madly 

t:'.l '!r its rocky bed to lower elevations. The mine entrance 18 a &:.CUlAr e openi ng in t he 

'::"~1nta1nside. shored up with heavy timbera. The two handle-bar mustached YOUDS men 

.' 
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stand there wearing coarse work clothes and 1a.1ner I s caps. lIe see George .a a man 

appearing older ~han his 62 years would suggest . He has a full white beard halfway 

down hh cheat .. and standa on open wood steps by willowy Emma " hoae vaht may well . . . 
bave been small enough t~ be _panned by a man ' s two hands. High-topped button shoes 
• peek {rom under her long dark dre ••• 

At thi. point let 

Thier stories conclude : 

go back to the widow. of brother John and Henry Harding . 

, . 
John l

• wife, Jeanette (B~). alvay. an active and influential community 

leader , a power in the local chu~ch and Sunday School , had become poatmi.tre •• of 

London in the po.ition John held for ao many years. The Nemaba County Herald an­

nounced: 

S.p~emb.r IS. 1893 
There will be a neighborhood picnic in r~. ~1DING'8 grove Saturday . September 
23 . '93 . all invited. 

September 29. 1893 
HIS . HARDING thinka some of resigning the position as poatmiatrea. of thia . 
office and visiting and traveling some. ~~o will bid nov for this fat office? 

September 27, 189S 
}tRS . JENNETTE HARDING. who has so long filled the position of postmaster of 
london, ha. sent in her resignation and wa understand the office at London 
vill be discontinued after the firs t of the month. 

Jeanette. student . educator . mi.sionary, Suaan a. Anthony associate. alto­

gether a remarkable woman of her day, wrote the following in her diary during her 

final illness in 1914. 

"Oh. how time. and events change affairs 1 I 8lt an aged woman . still a pilgr im 
seeking a better country. not knOWing the scenes I have yet to p •• s through ; 
the Lord help and prepare me for all the events of the future. It eeema 
that I have played my part in the world and am uow a spectator in the great 
drama, yet I feel a keen intereat 1n all the affairs of life . religious and 
political. Oh, that I had better healthl tl 

She i. buried by John in the historic old lva1nut Crove Cemetery on a high 

bluff overlooking the ~~.8ouri River at Brownv~lle , Nebraska. 

When Henry Harding firat married hi. bride, Sarah (BUCKMASTER), t he adjective 

tlcompas8ionate" vaa used to describe her nature. This held true throughout her life.. 

After Henry died and the children were grown her concerns turned more and more to 

helping the aged and indigent. Her two sons Albert and Edward had eatabli.hed a 

paper box firm in Wa.hington. D.C. and became wealthy men. They fulfilled the dream 

of their mother with a million dollar endowment for a home for the aged in Clinton . 

Iowa. in her memory. Thu • • TJl,e Sarah Harding Home tla. eatabl1ehed for the comfort 

and well-being of the elderly. A large trust fund wa. created for maintenance. 
, 

f uture building , and keepin8 costs of resident. to a minim~. The beautiful Sarah 
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Barding: Home becaae a modern complex with the addition of Harding Ealt. Harding Heat. 

adminiatratlve officea . chapel. etc . and continuea to thia day •• Sarah ' s testimonial 

in the wordl of her sonl: "To provide for aged perlonl whoae circumltances may ao re-
o 0 I 

quire , a comfortable relidence , with board and luch other perianal .ttentions and 

coaforte as Chrhtian brotherhood may dictate. ,. 

It w., prob.bly in 1891. at le.lt it val after the election of William McKinley 

to the prelidency in 1896 th.t George Rarding decided to pay • vilit to hi' Ion J alon 

and faaily in Auburn. Nebralka. We can be pretty lure that George wal a political 

conlerv.tlve and a strong Republican like hil brother Henry (.ccording to biog .) but 

who wal 'perluaded only temporarily otherwl ••• George made. comment during that vilit 

that ',urvived to Teach thia documentary through the primary Tecollection of Jaaon ' . 

wife Rebecca, my grandmother. He reaarked that the only thing that would keep him 

fTom going to heaven wa. that he had voted for Bryan I (William J. Bryan, Democrat 

candidate faT President.) The Nemaha County Pair was in progrea. and ripe paw-pavI* 

~eTe being sold. (*Paw-paw or papaw, an oblong yellowi8h ~~ld f ruit which grew in the 

brulh along the Kislouri RiveT bottomland.) George had never I.en . th •• e before . He 

took a liking to them and bought a lack full every day, caUine them t!l .. ouri banana •• 

Georae's last years were spent living with hie daughter Emma and her family .nd 

son RichaTd who never marTied. In ·hi. 17th yeaT George died on .January 22 , 1906 . 

1\eveT baving recovered from an .ttack of :tla srippe" which he had contracted the pre­

vioue October . He and Deborah along with the ot hers of his mount ain family rest in 

~he hiah co~try 't hat he loved--the old Alvarado Cemetery near Georsetown. Colorado. 

BefoTe the hi. tory of this man i. concluded . Bomeone i8 Bure to wonder whatever 
·,Hl.t::tme of the Harding mine of Red Elephant i .. lountain. 111e mine pToperty " 78S left to 
~~cn~rd and Emma. Jaaon paid the t.xes for some year. a. Richard .nd Emma were not 
=1~n~cially able. WheD Richard passed away 1n 1934 without isaue . Emma gave hi. h.lf 
~ , ~t~ half bTother Jason. The aine wa. no longer worked. The minina indust ry in 
tn~~ trea had long b~fore come to a stand.till. J •• on'. half was eventually left to 
!Lt~ ~ t~e children. By then the aine wa. considered ~orthles •• caved in. filled with 
':'1t\ ... ... ~. Only Jason 1a second daugbte.r Lucy wanted to keep it for sentimental reason • 
• ,1'1 1:\_ .,thers transferred their abare. t o her. Within recent knowledge t here have 
::. ·~~·.t t.? f urther development.. Claim, 'if any, to thll property re.te with thOle 
····J .. ~·:.wtant8. Emma'. ~e8cendaqta , are also gone a. f ar a8 i8 known. 

I : th~k it can b • . •• fely .nd objectively .aid that George Harding was his own 

I··~~ . • " u t not .0 much aa to live ent~re1y within hiNel!. H,e wa. an active member of 

...... ·.d"!pendent Order of Odd Fellow8. In fact. hi. funeral service va. held 1n the 

' w~; , 7 : hall. According to his obituary he v •• Hwe~l liked and respected ll and was 

,. :':~ I . :lr~.ting ·.peaker on any subject . " If these phrase. might be considered plat1-

,. : bere was another aianificant obituary st.tement that can be interpreted as a 

1:1:,· , ~ Q.t1monial to his character. He wa~ "a favorite among the children of the place" 

, .. '. ... : ..:he Bchoola clol.d to attend "Uncle ll George' . funeral. That 1. an honor which 

~~cr. not come to many. 
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~CENT ACQUISITIO~S TO OUR CC~CTION' 

Sioux Falls Argus - Leader I ndex--J anuary 1985 - May 1986 
From Steve and Flor amay Miller--Where Ar e They lIow7 Ha,.dy Guide to 

Non- Current School Records 
From J oanne Fix-- The Swe eping Wind , A Memoir by Peul de Kruif 

That Reminds Me (Alben Barkley ' a au t obiography ) 
1968 Ja ck Rabbit , Yearboo k of South Dakota State 
University , Broo k i~gs 
South Dakota Historical Review 1935 , 1936 , 1937 

From Geri Spargur--Hu ghes County Atl rs 1949 
Pierre City Direc t oriea 1966 , 1975 
Stanley County Farm and Ranch Directory 1967 , ' 72 , ' 73 
Hughes County Far m and Ranch Diractory 1967 , ' 72 , ' 73 
Hand- Hyde Coun t y Far m Directory 1972 
Sully County Farm Directory 1972 
Stanley - Hughes County Farm Direc tory 1967 , ' 69 , ' 71 
Faulk- Patt er - Sully Farm Directory 1967 
Pierr e - Ft . Pierr e Telephone Directories 1949 - 1976 
Rapid Ci ty and Hill City Telephone Directory 1947 
De adwood , Lead , Spearfi~h , Whitewood Telephone 
Direct ory 1947 
Huron , Iroquois , Wolsey Telephone Directory 1946 

JUST FOR LAUGHS 

Are you looking f or t hat perfect gift f or a genealogical cous in', Or 
would you like to treat yourself t o guaranteed genealogi coholic giggl es'! 
Then consider COLLECTING DEAD RELATIVES, t he book that asks wha t type of 
r esearc her are you . The Br iefcase Ma gnet? The Local Blueblood'f The 
Uncon s cious Mother Hen? and What do t hey call t hose who do it for money': 

This illustrsted paperback includes chapters on the lates t "Genealogist 
Repeller.ts" Used by Your Friendly County Clerks . Dry Behavior f or Ceme­
tery Browsing . The D.A.R. Exposed ! Research Trip Survival Tsc tics . 
How to Deal With LIVE Relatives . Self- Publishing--The Road t o Bank­
ruptcy . Seriously now , folks , you can order this book from : 
Cost : .8 . 00 ( i ncludes shipping) M. Laverne Moore 

15361 Skyview Drive 
Sen J os e , CA 95132 
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